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CORRESPONDENCE 


(48) 


Relative  to  tlie  Seizure  of  British  American  Vessels  in  Bekrings  Sea  by 
the  United  States  authorities  in  1886. 


The  Administrator  to  Mr,  Stanhope. 

Halifax,  27th  September,  1886. 

Sib, — ^I  had  the  houor  to  send  you  a  telegraphic  mednage  on  the  22ad  iodtaat,  of 
which  the  following  is  the  sabataooe : — 

The  Canadian  schooners  "  Thornton,"  "  Onward  "  and  "  Carolina  "  were  seised 
on  the  1st  of  August  in  Behrings  Saa  hy  the  United  States  cutter  "  Corwin."  Tho 
captain  and  mate  of  the  "  Thornton  "  were  tried  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  at  Sitka  on  the  HOth  of  August.  It  was  attempted  to  show  that  the  "  Thorns 
ton  "  was  seizod  for  killing  seal  about  70  miles  S.S  E.  of  St.  George  Island,  withia 
that  portion  of  Behrings  Sea  ceded  by  liassia  to  the  United  States. 

The  judge,  in  charging  the  jury,  quoted  Article  I  of  the  Treaty  of  March  30th, 
1867,  between  the  United  States  and  Russia,  and  affirmed  that  all  waters  within  the 
boundary  set  forth  in  the  treaty  to  the  western  end  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  and 
Islands  were  to  be  deemed  American,  aad  that  the  penalties  of  the  law  against  tho 
killing  of  fur-bearing  animals  were  to  attach  to  its  violation  within  the  limits  ia 
question.  Tho  jury  were  told,  if  they  b.3lie7ed  the  evidence  as  to  the  killing  of  any 
lur-bearing  animals  by  the  accused  on  the  Alaskan  coast  or  in  Bdhrings  Sea  east  of 
the  193rd  degree  of  west  longitude,  to  find  them  guilty. 

The  prisoners  were  found  guilty.  The  master  of  the  '•  Thornton  "  was  fined 
4^500  and  sentenced  to  impri^onmeat  tor  thirty  days.  The  mate  was  fined  9300  and 
sentenced  to  thirty  days'  imprisonment.  The  officers  of  the  olh^r  two  vessels  wero 
also  triel  and  similar  penalties  imposed  upon  them. 

The  Government  of  Canada  protests  against  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
the  sole  sovereignty  over  Behrings  Sua,  7()0  miles  east  of  the  westerly  boundary  of 
Alaska,  defined  by  the  abovementionei  Article  1  of  the  Treaty  of  March  30th,  1867, 
as  contrary  to  the  admitted  principles  of  International  L:iw,  and  also  in  opposition  to 
the  United  States  contention  concerning  common  waters  on  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic^ 
It  protests,  also,  against  the  unwarranted  and  arbitrary  interference  of  the  authorities 
of  tho  United  Siates  with  the  peacoablo  and  lawful  occupation  on  the  high  seas  of 
Canadian  citizens,  as  well  as  against  the  forfeiture  of  their  property  and  the  indigni^^ 
of  imprisonment  which  have  been  imposed  upjn  them.  The  foregoing  faotsnava 
also  been  communicated  to  Sir  Lionel  West. 

I  have,  &0., 

Bt.  Hon.  Edward  Stanhopb.  A.  G.'BUSSELL,  Admnistrator, 

The  Administrator  to  Mr.  Stanhope, 

Halifax,  N.S.,  27th  September,  1886. 
StB, — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  approved  Minute  of  mjr 
Privy  Council,  to  which  is  appended  a  Report  by  my  Minister  of  Marine  and  fish- 
-«rios,  upon  which  my  telegram  of  the  22nd  instant  was  founded,  relative  to  tha 
seizures  of  the  Canadian  schooners  "  Thornton,"  "  Onward,"  and  "  Ortrolina,"  whilo. 
engaged  in  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  their  lawful  occupation  on  the  high  seas. 

2.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  Eaport  that  the  masters  and  mates  of  the  above-men- 
tioned vessels  ha7e  been  tried  bafore  the  United  States  District  Court  at  Sitka,  in 
Alaska,  and  sentecces  of  imprisonment,  in  addition  to  heavy  fines  impoied  upon, 
them,  while  their  property  has  been  subjoctei  to  forfeiture. 
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3.  My  MiniBters  are  of  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  United  States  authoritieB 
with  respect  to  these  yjessels  is  indefensible,  and  that  immediate  reparation  shonld  be 
demanded  from  the  Government  of  that  country  therefor. 

4.  I  have  communicated  a  copy  of  this  Minute  and  the  appended  Report  to  Her 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington. 

I  have,  &o., 

Bt.  Hon.  Edwabd  Stanhopb,  A.  RUSSELL,  Administrator. 

&G.,       &o.,       ko. 

CiBTiFiiD  Copt  of  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable  the  Privy  Council,  approved 
by  Ms  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  €hvemor  in  Council  fi^  the  2ith  Sep- 
tember, 188b'. 

The  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  have  had  before  them  the  annexed  Report 
from  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  with  rofdrence  to  the  case  of  the  Canadian 
schooners  "  Thornton,"  "  Onward"  and  *'  Carolina,"  seized  on  the  Ist  of  August  last 
hy  the  United  States  authorities  in  Sehrin^s  Sea.  ^t 

The  Committee  concur  in  the  said  Report  and  they  advise  that  the  same  be 
carried  out. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  Excellency's  approval. 

JOHN  J.  MoGBB,  Clerk  Privy  Council,  Canada. 

DXPABTMEITT  OF  FiSHBRIIS,  CANADA, 

Ottawa,  2l8t  September,  1886. 

In  reference  to  a  Report  of  Council  under  date  23rd  September,  referring  to 
the  case  of  the  Canadian  schooners  "  Thornton,"  "  Onward,"  and  "  Carolina,"  seized 
on  August  Ist  by  the  United  States  authorities  in  Behrings  Sea,  the  undersigned  ha» 
the  honor  to  lay  before  Council  the  following  additional  information : 

It  is  stated  in  effect  in  the  "  Alaskan,"  a  newspaper  published  at  Sitka,  in  the 
Territory  of  Alaska,  and  bearing  date  4th  September,  1886  :— 

1.,  That  the  master  and  mate  of  the  schooner  "  Thornton "  were  brought  for 
trial  before  Judge  Dawson  in  the  United  States  District  Court  at  Sitka  on  the  30th 
August  last. 

2.  That  the  evidence  given  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  revenue  cutter 
"  Corwin  "  attempts  to  show  that  the  "  Thornton  "  was  seized  while  in  Behrings  Sea 
about  60  or  70  miles  S.S.E.  of  St.  George  Island,  for  the  offence  of  hunting  and 
killinj^  seals  within  that  part  of  Behrings  Sea  which  was  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  Russia  in  1867. 

3.  That  the  judge,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  after  quoting  the  first  Article  of  the 
Treaty,  30th  March,  1867,  between  Russia  and  the  United  States,  in  which  the 
western  boundary  of  Alaska  is  defined,  goes  on  to  say :  "  All  the  waters  within  the 
'*  boundaries  set  forth  in  this  Treaty  to  the  western  end  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago 
«  and  chain  of  Islands  are  to  be  considered  as  comprised  within  the  waters  of  Alaska, 
*'  and  all  the  penalties  prescribed  by  law  against  the  killing  of  fur-bearing  animals 
*'  must  therefore  attach  against  any  violation  of  law  within  the  limits  before  des- 
«  oribed. 

"  If,  therefore,  the  jury  believe  from  the  evidence  that  the  defendants  by  them* 
<' selves  or,  in  conjunction  with  others  did,  on  or  about  the  time  charged  in  the  in- 
*' formation,  kill  any  otter,  mink,  martin,  sable  or  fur-seal,  or  other  fur-bearing 
**  animal  or  animals,  on  the  shores  of  Alaska  or  in  the  Behrings  Qea  east  of  the  193ra 
"  degree  of  west  longitude,  the  jury  should  find  the  defendants  guilty  and  assess  their 
"  punishment  separately  at  a  fine  not  less  than  8200  nor  more  than  91,000,  or 
*'  imprisonment  not  more  than  six  months,  or  by  both,  such  fine  within  the  limitfi 
<*  herein  set  forth  and  imprisonment." 


^ 


4.  That  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  the  prisoners,  in  accord- 
with  which  the  master  of  the  "  Thornton,"  Hans  Gattormsen,  was  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  for  thirty  days  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  $500,  and  the  mate  of  the  "  Thorn- 
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ton,"  Norman,  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  thirty  days  and   to  pay  a  fine  of 
9300,  which  terms  of  imprisonment  are  presumably  now  beina^  carried  into  effect 

It  also  appears  by  telegraphic  despatch  fVom  Nanaimo,  firitish  Columbia,  dated 
18th  September,  that  the  masters  and  mates  of  the  **  Oawerd  "  and  «  Carolina  "  have 
since  been  tried  and  sentenced  to  undergo  similar  penaltios  to  those  being  inflicted 
on  the  master  and  mate  of  the  "  Thornton." 

It  will  appear  from  the  above  information,  conjoined  with  the  Report  of  Oonnoir 
under  date  September  23rd  inst.,  that  the  United  States  have  determined  to  lay 
claim  to  the  ^ole  sovereignty  of  that  part  of  Behrings  Sea  lying  east  ot  the  westerly 
boundary  of  Alaska,  as  defined  in  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  made  between  th& 
United  States  and  Eassia  in  1867,  by  which  Alaska  was  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  which  includes  a  stretch  of  sea  extending  in  its  widest  part  some  600  or  700 
miles  easterly  from  the  mainland  of  Alaska. 

In  pursuance  of  this  claim  they  have  interfered  with  the  peaceable  and  lawf\il 
occupation  of  Canadian  citizens  on  the  high  seas,  have  taken  possession  of  their 
ships,  have  subjected  their  property  to  forfeiture,  and  visited  upon  their  persons 
the  indignity  of  imprisonm.3nt.  They  appear  to  have  done  this  in  spite  of  the  ad* 
mitted  principles  of  International  Law,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  their  own  oonten> 
tion  of  what  constitutes  common  waters  upon  the  Atlantic  coast. 

In  view  of  the  unwarranted  and  arbitrary  action  of  the  United  States  authorities, 
the  undersigned  recommends  that  a  copy  of  this  Report  be  s'^nt  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  to  the  end  that  immediate  reparation  be  demanded  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  S'.ate^^,  and  that  in  the  meantime  tbe  facts  contained  therein  he 
telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  and  to  the  British  Minister  at. 
Washington. 

The  whole  respectfully  eubmitted. 

GEORGE  K.  FOSTER, 

Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries. 

The  Administrator  to  Mr.  Stanhope. 

Halifax,  27th  Sept.,  1886. 
Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  transmission  to  the  Foreign 
Office,  a  copy  of  an  approved  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  submit- 
ting depositions  from  some  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Canadian  schooners  "  On- 
ward," "  Thornton "  and  "  Carolina,"  relative  to  the  seizure  of  those  vessels  in^ 
Behrings  Sea  by  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  "Corwin,"  and  their  subsequent 
detention  at  the  Port  of  Ounalasks,  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska. 

2.  Tou  will  observe  from  the  accompanying  papers,  that  it  appears  that  the 
schooners  mentioned  are  Canadian  vessels,  fitted  out  in  Victoria,  B.C.,  for  the  capture 
of  seals  in  the  waters  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  adjacent  to  Yancouv  er  Island, 
Queen  Charlotte  Islands  and  Alaska,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  soizare  by  the  "  Cor- 
win  "  OD  the  1st  August  last,  they  were  taking  seals  in  the  open  sea  at  a  distance  or 
more  than  60  miles  from  land. 

3.  My  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries  has  taken  steps  to  get  farther  depositions 
firom  the  owners,  masters  and  crews  of  the  above-mentioned  vessels,  in  order  that  a 
olaim  may  be  made  upon  the  United  States  Government  for  damages,  for  the  unwar- 
ranted seizure  of  British  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 

4.  I  have  communicated  a  copy  of  this  Order  in  Council,  with  the  accompanying 
papers,  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington. 

I  have,  &o., 


Rt.  Hod.  Edwakd  Stanhope. 


A.  RUSSELL,  Administrator, 


0«BTiF?    )  Copy  of  a    ieport  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable  the  Privy  Council,  approved 
by  jlis  Excellet,  y  the  Administrator  of  the  Government  in  Council  on  the  2'ird  day 
of  September,  1^36. 
On  a  Report,  dated  18th  September,  1886,  from  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fish- 


48-lJ 

'>  •  ■■ ;  ^ 


8 


'i 


12 


60  Victoria, 


Sessional  Papers  (No.  48.) 


A.  1887 


eries,  aabmtttiog  the  accompanyiug  papers,  relative  fo  the  eeisare  of  the  Canadian 
schooners  *•  Onward,"  "  Thornton,"  and  "Carolina,"  in  Behring<j  Sea,  by  the  United 
States  reveDue  cutter  "Corwin,"  and  their  sabaeqaent  detention  at  the  Port  of 
Oanalaska,  in  Iho  Territory  ot  Alivska : — 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Ogiivie,  master  of  the  Canadian  sealing  schooner 
«  Caroluia." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Baniol  Munroe,  master  of  the  Canadian  sealing  schooner 
^*  Onward." 

Depositions  of  John  Dallai),  seaman  on  board  the  "  Thornton " ;  of  Thomas 
HLoLaxaj,  cook  on  board  the  "  Carolina  " ;  of  Edward  Shields,  seaman  on  board  the 
"Carolina";  and  of  Wm.  flianaie,  owner  of  the  "  Carolina  " ;  allot  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

The  Minister  observes,  that  from  these  papers  it  appears  that  the  schooners 
mentioned  are  Canadian  vessels,  fitted  out  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  for  the 
capture  of  seals  in  the  waters  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  adjacent  to  Vaaooaver 
Island,  Queen  Charlotte  Istaada,  and  Alaska ;  that,  at  the  time  of  their  seizure  by  the 
"  Corwin,"  they  were  takina;  seals  in  the  open  seas,  out  of  sight  of  land,  the  "  Oaro> 
lina"  in  Lat.  66"  50'  N.,  Long.  ISi'*  63'  W.,  the  "Onward"  in  Lit.  64*'  52'  N^.,Long. 
167"  55' W.  and  the  "Thornton  "in  about  the  same  latitude  and  longitude,  and 
all  of  them  at  a  distance  of  more  than  60  miles  from  the  nearest  land ;  that  they 
were  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  cutter  on  August  1st,  1836,  and  towed 
to  the  Port  of  Ounalaska,  where  they  are  still  detained.  The  crewa  of  the  "  Thorn* 
ton  "  and  Carolina,"  with  the  exception  of  the  captain  and  one  man  on  each  vessel, 
detained  at  Ounalaska,  were  sent  by  the  steamer  "  St.  Paul "  to  San  Francisco, 
California,  and  theie  turned  adrift,  while  the  crew  of  the  "  Onward  "waa  kept  at 
Ounalaska.  At  the  time  of  their  seizure  the  "  Thornton  "  had  404  seal  skins  on 
board,  the  "  Onward  900,  and  the  "  Carolina  "  686,  and  these  are  detained  and  kept 
at  Ounalaska,  along  with  the  schooners,  by  the  United  States  authorities. 

The  Miniater  states  that  he  has  taken  steps  to  got  farther  depositions  from  the 
ownord,  masters  and  crews  of  the  vesnets  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  a  claim  m£iy 
be  made  npon  the  United  States  Government  for  damages  for  this  unwarranted 
seizure  of  British  vessels  in  the  open  sea. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  Your  Excollenoy  be  moved  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  this  Minute,  if  approved,  tegether  with  copied  of  the  papc  rs  herein  mentioned,  to 
the  Bight  Honorable  the  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  for  trans- 
mission  to  the  Foreign  Office,  and  also  copies  to  Eer  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  Tour  Escellency's  approval. 

JOHN  J.  MoGEB,  Ckrk  Privy  Oomcil, 

Schooner  "  Carolina,  "  Ounalaska,  6th  August,  1886. 

DsAR  Sir, — The  U.S.  steamer  "  Corwin"  boarded  and  took  charge  of  the  schooner 
in  Lat.  66°  60'  N.,  Long.  168°  63'  W. ;  they  took  all  the  firearms  from  the  schooner. 
I  asked  why  they  did  so;  they  said  for  killing  lemale  seals  and  carrying  firearms. 
They  towed  the  "  Thornton"  and  "  Onward"  in  at  the  same  time.  I  have  got  686 
seal  shins  on  board ;  "  Thornton,"  404 ;  "  Onward,"  900.  I  have  heard  nothing  of 
the  "  Pathfinder '  in  the  Behrings  Sea ;  she  was  seen  off  Sitka,  coming  up^  It  was  on 
August  let  at  6  p.m.  they  took  charge  of  the  schooner ;  canoes  and  white  men  will 
not  do ;  all  the  schooners  that  have  canoes  have  got  from  9  to  1 1  canoes.  The 
American  schooner  "  San  Diego"  is  in  here ;  they  have  taken  all  her  skins  and  sails 
on  shore,  500  skins.  Thirteen  days  after  we  left  Clayqaot  we  were  in  the  Behrings 
Sea,  we  lost  the  boat  from  the  stern. 

August  7th,  1886. 

The  Company's  steamer  "St.  Paul"  will  leave  to-morrow;  the  captain  of  the 
<*  San  Diego"  and  all  hands  are  going  down  in  hen    I  will  send  this  letter  by  her. 

Yours  truly, 


JAMES  OGILVIB. 
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Copy  of  letter  from  Danid  Munroe,  Master  of  Schooner  "  Onward.^' 

SOHOONBR   "  OnWABD,  "  PoRT  IlIOLUK, 

OUNALASKA,  AugUBt  7tb,  1886*. 

Chablbs  SpRi.Na,  Esq.,  Tictoria. 

D«AB  Sir,— On  the  2nd,  while  the  "Onward"  waa  in  Lat  54°  52'  N.,  Loop  167°  65' 
W.,  and  about  70  miles  from  the  nearest  land,  the  Uaitrd  States  roveaae  culler  "(Jor- 
win,"  having  the  schooners  "Thornton"  and  "Carolina"  in  tow,  boarded  us  and  t<ent 
a  crew  on  board  and  towed  us  in  here  where  we  are  lying  at  present  with  sails  bent 
and  seals  on  board  and  a  watchman  in  charge,  but  can't  find  out  what  they  intend  to 
do  with  us,  so  I  can't  say  any  more  about  it  at  present. 

I  met  the  "  Favorite"  on  the  28th.    Captain  McLean  was  on  board  of  us  ;   wo 

fave  him  508  skins  and  they  bad  1,290  they  took  themselves,  making  them  about 
,800  total,  and  as  we  were  in  bight  of  each  other  until  the  night  of  the  Ist  instant 
he  must  have  made  a  good  catcb,  for  we  have  400  e^kins  on  board  at  present  that  we 
took  in  4  days  and  I  am  positive  his  crowd  could  take  twice  that  number,  as  we  havo 
not  got  the  best  of  sealers. 

1  believe  all  the  schooners  did  well,  and  I  trust  they  will  get  away  all  rights 
There  is  no  cutter  out  at  present  as  there  is  only  two  of  them  up  here,  one  uf  them 
up  in  the  Arctic  and  the  other  that  brought  us  here  is  still  watching  us  here. 

\^'e  may  find  out  to-day  bow  they  are  going  to  dispose  of  us,  but  I  am  in  hopes 
they  made  false  steps,  and  that  they  can  do  nothing  more  thau  ^poil  the  season. 

Ihey  took  the  schoo;  ei  "  San  Diego  "  in  here  about  a  month  ago,  and  tciok  the 
skins  out  of  her  and  unbent  her  sails  and  put  everything  ashore,  and  they  arc  send* 
ing  the  crew  to  San  FranciBco  to-dav  in  one  of  the  Fur  Company's  steamers  "St. 
Paul." 

Later  on  have  heard  nothing  more  only  the  crew  of  the  "  Thornton  "  and 
"Carolina"  is  going  to  San  FranciKO  to-day  in  the  steamer  "  St.  Paul,"  except  the 
Captain  and  one  man  in  each,  but  tL<  y  took  none  cf  our  crew. 

There  are  rumors  adoat  that  the  threa  hohooners  are  to  be  laid  up  here  all 
winter,  and  that  we  are  to  be  taken  to  Sitka,  but  no  v'^ertainty.  I  wrote  you  this 
morning,  an  the  boat  was  leaving  the  wharf,  thinking  that  she  was  going  away,  but 
Bhe  came  to  anchor  in  the  roads  and  I  don't  think  I  finished  it.  I  was  afraid  of  being 
late.  We  tent  a  protest  on  board  the  cutter  against  the  action  of  the  authorities  in 
seizing  the  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  but  1  don't  know  if  it  will  amount  to  much ;  there 
is  no  Notary  Public  here  1o  sign  it.  I  have  nothing  more  to  write  you.  Trusting 
things  will  turn  out  better  than  we  expect.  * 

1  remain,  &o., 

DANIEL  MUNROR. 

I,  John  Dallas,  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  seaman,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 
declare  that  I  was  engaged  about  the  end  of  May,  1886,  as  a  seaman  on  board  tho 
•choorer  "  Thornton  "  of  22.30  registered  tonnage,  registered  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  as  a  British  vessel.  I  was  engaged  sealing  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  and  when  the  seals  got  scarce  the  "  Thornton  "  left  Olayakot,  Vancouver 
Island,  for  Behrings  Sea  about  beginning  of  Jnne,  and  three  days  after  passing 
Unamark  Pass  we  killed  our  first  seal,  being  then  about  250  miles  from  land  ;  we- 
were  ergiiged  sealing  in  the  open  sea  until  the  1st  of  August.  We  had  a  little  over 
400  skins  on  board  when  the  United  States  steamer  "Corwin  "  seized  our  vessel  and 
took  her  to  Ounalaska;  they  were  about  twenty-eight  hours  engaged  in  towing  us  ta 
Ounalatka.  The  master  of  the  "Corwin"  lemoved  all  our  euns  and  ammuration, 
ten  guns  in  all.  There  were  fourteen  hands  on  board  the  "Thornton"  altogether, 
iBcluding  two  Indians;  nine  white  men  and  a  Chinese  cook  were  sent  to  San 
Francisco,  and  there  discharged ;  two  jwhite  men  and  two  Indiana  were  left  on  board 
the  schooner  at  Ounalaska ;  we  were  five  or  six  miles  from  the  "Carolina  "at  the 
time  we  were  f-eized.  I  saw  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time ;  we  were  never  in 
sight  of  land  during  the  whole  time  we  were  sealing.     And  I  make  this  declat  atiou 

5 


60  Victoria. 


Sessional  Papers  (Na48  ) 


A.  188T 


ooDBoisntioasIv  believiog  the  same  to  be  trae  hy  virtae  of  the  Aot  passed  in  the 
attb  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  intituled  "  An  Aot  for  the  suppression  of  rolon- 
•tary  and  extra-judicial  oaths." 

his 
JOHN  X  DALLAS, 
mark. 

Taken  and  declared  before  me  at  Victoria,  this  23rd  day  of  August,  1886,  the 
'same  having  been  first  read  over  to  him. 

M.  W.  TrawHiTT  Dbakb,  J.P, 

I,  William  Munsie,  of  Victoria,  grocer,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I 
-am  the  sole  owner  of  the  schooner  '  Oarolina,"  and  she  has  a  Canadian  register, 
having  been  registered  at  the  Port  of  Victoria;  the  vessel  and  her  outfit  at  the  time 
ahe  left  for  Behrin^s  Sea  was  seven  thousand  dollars.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declar- 
ation consoientiouHly  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  by  virtue  of  the  Aot  passed  in 
the  37th  year  of  Her  Sfajesty's  reign,  intituled :  "  An  Aot  for  the  suppression  <rf 
Toluntary  and  extrajudicial  oaths." 

WM.  MUN31B. 

Taken  and  declared  before  me  at  Victoria,  this  23rd  August,  1886. 
M.  W.  TrawHiTT  DaAKi,  J.P. 

I,  Thomas  MoLardy,  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  cook,  do  solemnly  and  sin- 
cerely declare  that  I  was  engaged  as  cook  on  board  the  British  sohooner  "  Carolina." 
I  was  on  board  when  tbe  United  States  steamer  "Cor win  "  seizad  her.  During  the 
whole  time  the  said  schooner  was  sealing  she  never  sighted  land  once.  After  she 
was  seized  the  "  Corwin "  took  her  in  tow,  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  English  schooner  "Onward,"  of  the  tonnage 
36.20  tons  was  also  seized  and  taken  in  tow  to  Ounalaska.  Her  crew  were  left  on 
board,  and  not  removed  to  San  Francisco.  She  bad  seal  skins  on  board.  And  I 
make  this  solemn  declaration  oonecientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  by  virtue 
of  the  Aot  passed  in  the  37th  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  intituled :  "  An  A^t  for  the 
aappression  of  voluntary  and  extrajudicial  oaths." 

T.  MoLARDY. 

Taken  and  declared  before  me,  this  23rd  August,  1886,  at  Victoria,  B.C. 
•  Hi.  W.  Tybwhiti  Drake,  J.P, 

I,  Edward  Shields,  of  Tooke  District,  Vancouver  Island,  a  hunter,  engao^ed  on 
board  the  British  schooner  "  Carolina,"  of  31.90  registered  tonnage,  do  solemnly  and 
sincerely  declare  that  I  left  Victoria  on  board  the  aforesaid  schooner  on  the  20th 
May,  1886,  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Behrings  Sea  for  the  purpose  of  sealing.  The 
«chooner  was  fitted  out  for  this  purpose ;  she  bad  eleven  hands  on  board,  including 
the  master,  by  name  James  Ogilvie.  We  sailed  to  Behrings  Sea  and  commenced  seaU 
ing  on  the  16th  June,  and  at  that  time  we  were  about  300  mile!)  from  land  and  we 
•continued  cruising  about  for  seals,  and  up  to  the  time  the  United  States  vessel 
"Corwin"  seized  us  we  had  686  seals  ;  during  the  whole  time  we  were  cruising 
«bout  we  were  in  the  open  seas  out  of  sight  of  any  land  ;  the  seals  we  obtained  were 
chiefly  females  ;  at  the  time  the  "  Corwin  "  seized  us  on  tbe  Ist  of  Aagus^  we  were 
out  of  sight  of  land  and  in  Lat.  66°60' N.,  long.  168<'63'  W.,  as  £  was  inform^ 
ed  and  verily  believe.  There  were  other  vessels,  both  American  and  English, 
cruising  about  in  tbe  f>ame  neighborhood  ;  we  never  killed  a  seal  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  I  was  away  in  the  boats  when  the  "  Corwin"  seized  the 
vessel,  and  when  I  came  back  I  found  the  "  Carolina  "  in  tow  of  the  "  Corwin.  The 
captain  of  the  "  Corwin,"  Abby  by  name,  took  away  all  the  firearms,  consisting  of 
rifles  and  shot  guns,  ten  in  all,  and  I  was  taken  to  Ounalaska,  and  from  there  I 
was  taken  to  iSan  Francisco  by  the  steamer  "  Sr.  Paul "  and  there  turned  adrifli.  The 
"  Qarolina  "  was  left  at  Ounalaska  with  the  seals  and  outfit  And  I  make  this  aolema 
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declaration  oonsoieotioaBly  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  by  virtae  of  the  Act  passed 
in  the  37th  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  intitaled :  "  An  Act  for  the  suppression  of 
▼olantary  and  extrajadioiai  oaths.' ' 

EDWARD  SHIELDS. 

Taken  and  declared  before  me,  at  Victoria,  this  23rd  day  of  Aagast,  1886,  in  dno 
ibrm  of  law. 

M.  W.  TTawHiTT  Dbakb,  J. P. 

The  Administrator  to  Sir  L.  West. 

Halifax,  N.S.,  28th  September,  1886. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  yoar  iutorraitioa,  a  copy  of  an  approved 
Beport  of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  C)iiaoil,  (mbmiuing  lettera  and  depositions 
from  some  of  the  masters  and  crews  of  the  Ganaiiaa  sohooaers  "  Onward,"  "  Thoror 
ton,"  and  "  Carolina,"  relative  to  the  seizare  of  those  vessels  in  Behrings  Sea  by  the 
United  States  revenue  cutter  '*  Corwin,"  and  their  subsequent  detention  at  the 
Port  of  Onnalasha,  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska. 

^,li'!  I  have  communicated  a  copy  of  this  Order  in  Council  and  accompanying  papers 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  for  transmission  to  the  Foreign  Office. 

I  have,  &o , 
Minister  at  Washington.  A.  RUSSELL,  Administrator* 

The  Administrator  to  Sir  L.  West. 

Halifax,  ^.S.,  28th  September,  1886. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  my  despatch,  No.  15,  of  this  day's  date,  I  have  the 
honor  to  forward,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an  approved  Report  of  a  Com< 
mittee  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  which  is  appended  a  Report  by  my  Minister  of  Marine 
and  Fisheries,  upon  which  my  telegram  of  the  2Jnd  instant  was  founded  relative  to 
the  seizure  of  the  Canadian  schooners  "  Thornton,"  "Onward,"  and  'Cdrolina,"  on  the 
Ist  August  last,  by  the  Cnited  States  revenue  cutter  "Corwin,"  in  Behrings  Soa. 

I  have  communicated  a  copy  of  this  Minute  ofCouocil,  with  the  annexed  Report 
of  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

I  have,  &c., 
Minister  at  Washington.  A.  RUSSELL,  Administrator, 

Sir  L.  West  to  the  Administrator. 

WASHtNQTON,  4th  Ootober,  1886. 
Mr  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
despatches,  Nos.  15  and  16,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  enclosing  copies  of  approved  reports 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  relative  to  the  eeizare  of  the  Canadian 
schooners  "  Onward,"  "  Thornton  "  and  "  Carolina,"  by  the  United  States  Revenue 
cutter  "  Corwin  "  in  Behrings  Soa, 

1  have,  &c.. 
Lord  Albxandbe  Russell.  L.  S.  SACKVILLB  WEST. 

Mr.  Stanhope  to  the  Administrator. 

Downing  Strkbt,  25th  October,  1886. 
My  Lord, — With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  respecting  the  seizure 
of  Canadian  sealing  schooners  in  Behrings  Sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  inik)rm  you  that 
Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington  has  been  instructed  by  telegraph  to  protest, 
in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment,  against  this  action  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  cruiser,  and  to  reserve  all  ritrhts  to  compensation; 

I  enclose,  for  communication  to  your  Government,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  with  its 
enclosure,  which  has  been  received  at  the  Foreign  Office  from  Sir  L.  West  on  the 
subject,  I  have,  &c., 

EDWARD  STANHOPE. 
The  Officer  Administering  the  Government  of  Canada. 
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Sir  L.  Wnt  to  Lord  Iddeileigh. 

WA6BIN0T0N,  21  st  September,  1886. 

My  Lobd, — The  .-cportcd  seizure  of  firitish  vesfelB  by  American  cruiperB  in 
waters  over  ^  b^cb  it  uppcars  tbe  United  States  Government  claim  jariudiotion,  as 
adjacent  to  tbu  Teiritoiy  of  Alaska,  ban  given  lioo  to  much  comment  in  the  oews- 
papers  toucbirg  the  interests  of  a  powerful  commercial  company  which  maj^  be  affec- 
ted by  tbe  international  qaestionR  arising  therefrom,  and  in  this  connection  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Lordfuhip,  hrrewitb,  a  pr^cisof  tbe  hintory  of  the  origin 
of  this  company,  as  well  as  of  what  has  been  written  on  tbe  eubject. 

Chapter  three  of  the  BeviFv'd  Statatcs  of  tbe  United  States  (p.  342,  Sees.  1954  to 
\^*IQ  inclaeivo)  contains  the  "  provisions  relating  to  the  anorganized  Territory  of 
"  Alaslba,"  and  l^ec.  1964  extends  "tbe  laws  of  the  United  States  to  and  over  all  tbe 
**  mainland,  islands  and  water  of  the  Territory  "  ceded  by  fiaesiato  the  United  States 
by  the  Treaty  of  U 67. 

In  addition  to  the  case  of  the  Oovernment  Seal  Islands,  the  .' '  tkn  Company 
holds  as  well,  loaees  of  certain  islands  from  the  Bussian  Government,  so  that,  in  fact, 
it  may  be  eaid  to  mcnopoliee  tbe  Eeal  fur  in  these  waters. 

I  have,  &o., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE  WEST. 
Tie  Eabl  or  Iddxsliigi,  G.G.B.,  &c.,  &c.,  &o. 

HiSTOBT  OF  THl  ObIGIN  OF  THK  ALASKA  COMMBBCIAL  COMPANY, 

The  '  anpfer  of  tbe  Territory  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States  Government,  in 
compliance  with  tbe  terms  of  the  treaty  of  purchase  between  the  two  Governments, 
inclnded  the  transfer  of  all  tbe  Bnspian  Government  (property),  duch  as  pnblio  build- 
ings at  Sitka,  Governor's  house,  Custom  bouse,  hospital  and  wharves,  &o.  There 
were,  however,  certain  buildings  reperved  as  tbe  property  of  the  Russian  Fur  Com- 
pany, and  as  nenerai  Boueseau,  tbe  United  States  Commissioner,  could  not,  in  his 
official  capacity,  lake  any  active  or  open  part  in  its  disposal,  Prince  MateukolT,  the 
Bnesian  Governor,  concluded  a  bargain  with  Mr.  Hutchinson,  who  accompanied 
General  Bouei^eau  as  his  private  secretary.  This  bargain  included  all  tbe  property 
of  the  Bussian  Fur  Company  and  tbe  American  officers  stationed  at  Sitka,  who 
dained  that  they  were  entitled  to  a  Bharo  of  tbe  spoils.  By  virtue  of  this  bargain 
with  Prince  Matsukoff,  who  was  Governor  of  the  company,  Mr.  Hutchinson  proposed 
to  take  possession  of  the  fur  trade  of  Alofka  and  the  seal  islands,  (and)  left  for  Vic- 
toria (British  Columbia)  and  San  Francisco  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

At  the  former  place  he  met  with  a  Mr.  Kohl,  owner  of  a  British  steamer  celled 
the  "  Fidelitor,"  with  whom  he  entered  into  partnership,  and  the  firm  still  exists 
under  the  name  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co. 

The  steamer  obtained  an  American  register,  under  theplea  that  she  was  a  Bussian 
vessel  at  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  territory  to  the  United  States,  and  was  thus 
enabled  to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade. 

Preparations  were  made  in  1868  for  working  the  fur  trade  of  the  newly-acquired 
possession,  and  especially  for  the  occupation  of  the  Pribylor  Island,  to  wbch.  by 
virtue  of  the  arrangements  with  Prince  Matsukoff,  the  now  company  considered  they 
had  an  exclusive  right.  Upon  their  arrival  there,  however,  they  found  them  occu- 
pied by  experienced  sealers  from  New  London  and  Stonington  (Connecticut),  under 
one  Captain  Morgan.  A  fight  for  possession  seemed  ii^iminent,  but  a  division  of  the 
fleason's  catch  was  finally  agreed  upon.  While  the  two  parties  were  thus  amicably  at 
work,  Mr.  Pflugel,  Bnesian  Vice-Consul  at  Honolulu,  arrived  at  the  head  of  an  expe- 
dition believing  that  he  should  find  tho  islands  unccoupied,  but  was  eventually  forced 
to  retire  before  the  combined  forces  of  Captain  Morgan  and  tdr.  Hutchinson. 

It  now  became  obvieuis  that  the  Government  must  take  means  to  preserve  these 
valuable  seal  rookeries,  and  in  the  winter  of  1868  an  Act  of  Congress  was  passed,  the 
.  conditions  for  permission  to  take  seals  being,  however,  reserved  for  f utu^  Congres- 
idonal  action.    The  coalition  between  Fntohinson  and  Morgan  still  continued,  and 
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fioally  led  to  the  organization  of  the  powerful  and  wealthy  Alanka  Commercial  Com- 
pany. Since  1^70  this  company  has  controlled  the  entire  fur  trade  of  Alaska,  and  by 
Tirtae  of  its  alliances  with  toe  leeBeea  of  the  KuBoian  seal  iBiandHcontrolHtbo  valuable 
far  seal  trade  of  the  world.  With  strong  political  iiflueuce  in  the  CongresB  of  1876 
it  obtained  a  lease  of  the  Pribylor  IslftndH  for  twenty  ycaiB,  at  a  rental  of  $65,000  a 
year  and  a  royally  of  92.62  per  f-kin,  the  take  to  be  limited  to  i00,G0U(>kin8ayeur.  It 
IB  calculated  that  the  company  pays  annually  8316,000  to  the  United  States  treasury 
which,  after  paying  all  the  expenses  of  the  territory,  yioldB  more  than  4  per  cent, 
per  aunam  on  the  purchase  money  paid  to  Russia  for  Alanka. 

li  V  prcBerve  this  revenue  through  future  years,  the  protection  of  the  seals  from 
fll^giil  £pture  or  diBturbanco  on  their  annual  visits  to  the  islands,  has  been  deemed 
an  8b(  )lute  necessity,  and  hence  the  prohibition  agninst  approaching  or  landing  on 
t!  3  islends,  and  <'.e  vigilance  cf  the  United  Stated'  ciuiL'i«T«  in  the  Behrings  Sea.  It 
Jot,  howevpr,  generally  understood  that  tho  Alaska  ("Jompany  controls  the  fur  trade 
of  all  tLri  luainlard  aijd  islands  of  Alacka  Iving  west  of  the  14Ist  meridian  of  west 
lonpUu.v,  and  tbat  its  operations  over  this  vawt  extent  of  territory  and  coast  are 
miiiieiy  distinct  from  and  have  no  connection  with  its  exclusive  control  of  the  seal 
^filanvis,  which  it  holds  by  virtue  of  its  lease  from  the  United  States  Government. 

Outside  of  these  islands  it  holds  no  exclusive  rights  or  fruiichise  frrm  tho  Gov- 
ernment, nor  does  it  pay  any  rent  or  royalty  to  'be  Governn^ent  or  the  territory 
it  occupies  or  the  furs  it  p^ocure^  from  the  natives.  It  has  no  rights  over  nny  other 
citizen  or  company  of  citizens  who  may  desire  to  trade  In  competition  with  it,  and 
yet  it  has  been  aided  by  tho  revenue  marine  in  tuppressing  competition  from  rival 
traders,  for  it  appears  that  under  instructions  from  the  Treasury  Department  the 
revenue  cruK-ers  board  and  examine  every  trading  voHsel  sighted  in  the  Behring  Sea 
or  on  the  north-west  coa^t  of  Alaska,  except  the  vessels  of  the  company.  If  a  pre*  ^xt 
can  be  found  an  officer  Is  placed  on  board  with  instructions  to  take  the  vessel  to 
Ounalaska  and  discharge  her  cargo.  She  is  then  sent  to  San  FranciBco,  where  the 
United  States  Marshal  finds  that  there  is  no  cause  for  condemnation,  and  as  the  ob^sot 
of  breaking  up  her  voyage  has  been  gained,  she  is  released,  anu  r::Citored  to  her 
owners.  Ihe  vessels  Bubjeoted  to  this  treatment  come  from  BritiBh  Columbia  and 
Japan,  and  are,  it  is  said,  fitted  oat  for  contraband  trade. 
■Washinqton,  September,  1886. 

Lord  Lansdowne  to  Mr.  Stanhope, 

(Telegram  to  the  Secretary  of  Sta<^e  for  the  Colonies  on  the  2 Vth  November,  1886.) 

Vessels  are  now  being  equipped  in  British  Columbia  for  fishing  in  Behrings 

Sea,  and  intend  to  start  about  the  10th  of  December.    Can  you  obtain  any  assurance 

as  to  whether  the  vessels  will  be  exposed  to  seizure  by  United  Slates  cruisers  ?  They 

do  not  intend  to  fish  near  land. 

LANSDOWNB. 

Lord  Lansdowne  to  Mr.  Stanhope. 

Ottawa,  29th  November,  1886. 
Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  an  approved  report  of  my 
Privy  Council,  dealing  with  the  recent  seizure  of  the  Canadian  schooners  '•  Carolina," 
"  Onward  "  and  "  Thornton,"  by  the  United  States  revenue  steamer  "  Corwin,"  while 
fishing  for  seals  in  Behrings  Sea. 

The  statements  contained  in  the  report  are  Bufflcient  to  establish  that  the  claim 
now  put  forward  on  tho  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  sole  right  of  taking  far- 
bearing  animals  with  in  the  limits  laid  down  in  the  first  article  oi  the  Treaty  of  1887, 
is  inconsistent  with  the  rights  secured  to  Great  Britain  under  ".  ^  Convention  of 
1826,  and  is  in  sobstance  the  same  as  that  which,  when  advanced  by  the  Eussian 
Government  on  diflferent  occasions  prior  to  the  cession  of  Alaska  by  Bussia  to  tho 
United  States,  was  either  strenuously  resisted  or  treated  with  ridicale  and  contempl^ 
by  the  Government  of  the  latter  power. 
•^  9 
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It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  when,  by  the  Gonvention  of  1826,  it  wai  a(;reed 
thftt  the  sobjeots  of  Great  Britain,  as  one  of  the  oontraoting  parties,  shuald  not  be 
**  troubled  or  molested  in  any  part  of  the  ocean  commonly  called  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
•either  in  navigating  the  same,  or  in  fishing  therein,"  any  reservation  was  intended 
with  regard  to  that  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  known  as  Behrings  Sea.  The  whole 
eoorse  of  the  negotiations  by  which  this  Convention  and  that  between  Bassiaand 
the  United  States,  of  the  same  year,  were  preceded — negotiations  which,  as  pointed 
oat  in  the  report,  arose  oat  of  conflicting  claims  to  these  very  waters — points  to 
the  contrary  conclusion.  It  would,  indeed,  bd  diffioalt  to  condemn  the  present  pre- 
tensions of  the  United  States  authorities  in  language  more  convincing  or  emphatic 
than  that  which,  while  those  negotiations  were  in  progress,  was  used  by  Sir.  Bf  iddle* 
ton,  then  Bassian  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  in  his  memo.,  dated  13th  December, 
1823.  [  Vide  American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Balations.    Vol.  V,  No.  384.] 

It  is  laid  down  in  that  memorandum  that,  "  the  existence  of  territorial  rights 
to  the  distance  of  100  miles  from  the  coasts  upon  two  opposite  continents,  and  the 
prohibition  of  approaching  to  the  same  distance  from  these  coasts,  or  from  those  of 
all  the  intervening  islands,  are  innovations  in  the  law  of  nations  and  measures  unex- 
ampled. It  must  thus  be  imagined  that  this  prohibition  bearing  the  pains  of  confis- 
oation  applies  to  a  long  line  of  coasts  with  the  intermediate  islands  situate  in  the 
^vast  seas  where  the  navigation  is  subject  to  innumerable  and  unknown  difficulties, 
and  where  the  chief  employment,  which  is  the  whale  fishery,  cannot  be  compatible 
with  a  regulated  and  well  determined  course."  Mr.  Middleton  added  "  that : — Uni- 
versal usage,  which  has  obtained  the  force  of  law,  has  established  for  all  the  coasts 
an  accessory  limit  of  a  moderate  distance  which  is  sufficient  for  the  security 
of  the  country  and  for  the  commerce  of  its  inhabitants,  but  which  lays  no  restraint 
npcc  the  universal  rights  of  nations,  nor  upon  the  freedom  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion." 

Under  the  Treaty  of  186'/  Bussia  oaded  to  the  United  States  "  all  the  rights, 
franchises  and  privileges"  then  belon;:nng  to  her  in  the  territory  or  dominion  included 
within  the  limits  described  (vide  Art.  VI),  but  could  not  cede  a  right,  which,  in  the 
express  termn  of  the  Treaty  of  1825,  was  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
the  British  Grown  as  well  as  to  those  of  Bussia. 

This  is,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  first  occasion  upon  which 
claims  of  the  kind  now  advanced  have  been  enforced.  Sealing  vessels  from  British 
Columbia  have  for  some  years  past  frequented  the  waters  of  Behrings  Sea  without 
molestation,  and  a  letter,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  addressed  by  Mr.  Wi'liam  Mun- 
ae,  of  Victoria,  B.C.,  to  my  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  shows  how  serious  will 
be  the  effects  of  this  interference  upon  a  well-established  and  important  industry,  in 
which  many  British  subjects  have  a  substantial  interest. 

It  is,  I  think,  worth  while  to  contrast  the  claims  now  urged  by  the  Government 
<^tht>  United  States  to  exclusive  control  over  a  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  distance 
between  the  shores  of  which  is,  as  was  pointed  out  hy  Mr.  Adams  in  1822,  not  less 
than  4,000  miles,  with  the  indignant  remonstrances  recently  made  by  Mr.  Buyard 
against  the  action  of  the  Canadian  authorities  in  warning  United  States  fishing  ves- 
sels from  entering  the  territorial  waters  of  the  Dominion  at  points  where  those 
waters  were  only  a  few  miles  in  width,  and  throughout  their  .  hole  extent  in  close 
proximity  to  Canadian  territory. 

A  warning  of  this  kind  when  given  in  respect  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs,  which 
measures  about  eighteen  miles  at  its  month,  was  stigmatized  by  Mr.  Bayard  in  his 
despatch  of  14th  June,  1886,  as  a  "  wholly  unwarranted  pretension  of  extraterri- 
torial authority,"  and  as  an  "  interference  with  the  unquestionable  rights  of  the 
American  fishermen  to  pursue  their  business  without  molestation  at  any  point  not 
within  three  marine  miles  of  the  shores." 

I  would  also  draw  your  attention  especially  to  the  great  hardships  occasioned 
to  the  owners  and  crews  of  the  seized  vessels,  by  the  confijoatiou  of  their  catch,  and 
by  the  imprisonment  of  some  of  the  persons  on  board  of  them. 

I  understand  that  owing  to  the  amount  of  the  fines  imposed,  which  were   so 
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'heavy  that  the  owners  have  doolined  to  pay  them,  the  captains  and  mates  of  tha 
seized  veesels,  thoagh  originally  sentenced  to  thirty  days'  imprisonment  (a  term 
which  has  long  since  expired),  are  still  detained. 

I  may  ad4,  in  explanation  of  the  concluding  passage  in  VLr.  Mansie's  letter,  that 
Mr.  Ogilvie,  the  captain  of  the  «  Carolina,"  while  waiting  at  Oanalaska  for  the  trial 
-of  his  vessel,  wandered  off  into  the  woods,  in  which  it  appears,  from  Mr.  Mansie'a 
Statement,  that  he  must  have  perished. 

LANSDOWNB. 
The  Bight  Honorable  Edward  Stanhopi,  &o. 

CiBTiFiED  Oopyofa  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable  the  Privy  Oouncilfor  Caruutft^ 
approved  by  Mia  Excellency  the  Governor  General  in  Council  on  the  29th  November^ 
1886. 

The  Committee  of  the  Privy  Conncil  have  had  under  consideration  a  oommani- 
■oaiion  from  Mr.  E.  0.  Baker,  M.P.,  President  of  the  British  Columbia  Board  of  Trade, 
transmitting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Theodore  Lubbe,  the  managing  owner  of  the  British 
Columbia  sealing  fleet,  asking  information  as  to  the  United  States  claim  to  tho 
•easterly  half  of  Behrings  Sea  as  American  waters.  And  also  a  despatch,  dated  26th 
August  last,  from  the  Lieut-Governor  of  British  Columbia,  advising  of  the  seizure  of 
the  Canadian  schooners  "  Carolina  "  and  "  Thornton,"  by  the  United  States  revenue 
«teamer  "  Corwin,"  while  engaged  in  sealing  in  Behrings  Sea.  Also  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Daniel  Munroe,  master  of  the  Canadian  sealing  schooner  "  Onward,"  which  haa 
been  already  forwarded  by  His  Excellency  the  Grovernor  General  to  the  Ooloaial 
Office  and  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington. 

The  Sub  Committee  of  Council  to  whom  the  papers  were  referred,  observes  that 
it  appears  that  the  schooners  mentioned  were  Canadian  vessels  fitted  out  for  the  cap- 
ture of  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocoau  adjacent  to  Yanoouver  Island,  Queen  Char> 
lotte  Island  and  Alaska,  that  they  were  peaceably  pursuing  their  avocations  on  tiie 
high  seas  at  a  distance  of  some  70  miles  from  the  nearest  Island,  and  more  than  ona 
hundred  miles  from  the  nearest  maiuland,  ihat  they  were  taken  possession  of  by  the 
United  States  revenue  cutter  "  Corwin"  on  the  first  of  August  last  and  towed  ta 
the  port  of  Ounalaska. 

The  crews  of  the  "  Thornton  "  and  "  Carolina  "   (with  the  exception  of  the  oap> 
tain  and  one  man  on   each   vessel,  who  were  detained  at  Oanataika)  were  sent  bjr 
steamer  to  San  Francisco  and  there  turned  adrift,  while  the  men  of  the  "  Onward 
were  kept  at  Ounalaska.    The  schooners  and  the  seals  found  un  board  of  them  wona 
idso  detained  by  the  United  States  authorities. 

The  authority  under  which  theae  seizures  were  made  is  apparently: — (1.)  A 
letter  of  instruction  from  the  Acting  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
to  Mr.  D'Ancona,  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  San  Francisco,  d^ted  12th  March,  1831, 
with  enclosures  ("A"  of  the  appendix).  (2.)  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tha 
United  States  Treasury  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  San  Francisco,  dated  16th 
March,  1886,  confirming  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  D' Ancona  in  1881,  and  ordering 

Sublication  of  the  same  ("  B  "  of  appendix).  (3  )  The  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
tates,  the  1596th  section  of  which  prohibits  the  killing  of  fur  bearing  animals  within 
the  limits  of  Alaska  Territory,  or  in  the  waters  thereof,  and  the  Sections  1960  and 
1961  of  which  prohibit  the  killing  of  male  seal,  except  at  certain  times,  and  under 
oertain  restrictions,  and  of  female  seals  at  any  time,  upon  the  Islands  of  St.  Paul 
and  St.  George,  or  in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto. 

The  master  and  mate  of  the  schooner  "  Thorton  "  were  subsequently  (tSth 
August  last)  brought  for  trial  before  Judge  Dawson,  in  the  United  States  district 
court  at  Sitka. 

The  evidence  given  by  the  ofHocrs  of  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  **  Corwin  "^ 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  "  Thornton  "  was  seized  while  in  Behrings  Sea,  about  6vl  or 
io  miles  S.S.E.  of  St.  George  Itiland,  for  the  offence  of  hunting  and  killing  seals  with>' 
in  that  part  of  Behrings  Sea  which  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  KuMia  in  1867. 
The  judge  in  his  charge  to  the  jury  quoted   the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  30th 


so  Victoria. 


Sessional  Papers  (Mo.  48.) 


A.  lS87 


March,  1867,  between  Bassiaand  the  United  States,  in  which  the  boundary  of  Alaska 
is  defined  as  follows  :— 

"  The  western  limit,  within  which  the  territories  and  dominions  conveyed  are 
nontaioed,  passes  through  a  point  in  Behrings  Straits,  on  the  parallel  of  sixty-five 
degrees,  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  at  its  intersection  by  the  meridian,  which 

Kises  midway  between  the  Island  of  Krasanstern  or  Ggnaloo'..  and  the  Island   of 
tmanoff  or  2foonarbrook,  and  proooods  due  north,   without  limitation,  into  the 
aame  Frozen  Oi3e-in.    The  same  western  limit,  beginning  at  the  same  initial  point, 
proceeds  then  in  a  straight  course,  nearly  south-west,  through  Behrings  Straits  and 
^Behrings  Sea  so  as  to  pasa  midway  betwoon  the  northwest  point  of  the  Island   of 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  south-east  point  of  Cape  Ghonkotski,  to  the  meridian  of  one 
linndred  and  t eventy-two  west  longitude ;  thence  from  the  intersection  of  that  mer- 
idian in  a  Eonth-westcrly  direction,  so  as  to  pass  midway  between  the  Island  of 
Otton  and  the  Copper  Island  of  the  Eormandorski  Couplet  or  group,  in  the  North 
j^cific  Ocean,  to  the  meridian  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  degrees  west  longi- 
tnde,  so  as  to  include  in  the  territory  conveyed  the  whole  of  the  Aleutian  Islanda 
cast  of  that  meridian."    Executive  Documents,  2nd  Session   40th  Congress,  vol.  13, 
Document  1*77. 

The  judge  is  reported  to  have  gone  on  to  say : — 

"  All  the  waters  within  the  boundary  set  forth  in  this  treaty  to  the  western  end 
of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  and  chain  of  islanf^s  are  to  bo  considered  as  comprised 
irithin  the  waters  of  Alaska,  and  all  the  penalties  prescribed  by  law  against  the 
Idlling  of  fur-bearing  animals  mubt  therefore  attach  against  any  violation  of  law 
within  the  limits  before  deEcribed. 

"  If  therefore  the  jury  believe  from  the  evidence  that  the  defendants  did  by 
themselves  or  in  cor  junction  with  others,  on  or  about  the  time  charged  in  the 
information,  kill  aty  otter,  mink,  martin,  sable  or  fur  seal,  or  other  fur  bearing 
animal  or  animals,  on  the  shores  of  Alaska,  or  in  the  Behrings  Sea,  east  of  the  one 
hundred  and  ninety  third  degree  of  west  longitude,  the  jury  should  find  the  defendants 
gnilty,  and  asf  ess  their  punishment  separately,  at  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $200  nor 
more  than  $1,000  or  imprisonment  not  more  than  six  months,  or  by  both,  such  fines 
within  the  limits  herein  set  forth,  and  imprisonment." 

The  jury  found  the  prisoners  guilty  and  the  master  of  the  "  Thornton  "  was  sen- 
fenced  to  30  days'  imprisonment  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  $500  while  the  mate  was 
sentenced  to  a  like  term  of  impriEonment  aid  to  pay  a  fine  of  $300.  It  appears 
from  a  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  18th  of  September  last,  that  the  masters  and  mates 
of  the  "  Onward"  and  "Carolira"  have  since  also  been  tried,  and  sentenced  to  undergo 
penalties  similar  to  those  ir  fiicted  on  the  master  and  mate  of  the  "  Thornton." 

The  Sub-Committee  do  not  here  propose  to  comment  on  the  enlarged  construc- 
tion placed  by  Judge  Dawton  on  the  words  "  sdjacei  t  waters  "  in  the  clauses  of  the 
Sevised  Statutes  above  referred  to,  further  than  to  remark  in  passing  that  its 
effects  would  be  to  convert  a  purely  municipal  prohibition  into  an  international  obliga- 
tion, and  to  claim  for  the  United  States  a  jurisdiction  which  their  Government  have 
in  the  past  not  only  declined  themselves  to  assert,  but  which  they  have  strenuously 
rteisteu  when  claimed  by  another  power. 

The  following  brief  instance  will  illustrate  the  position  taken  bj  the  United 
States  Government  in  the  recent  past  :  — 

As  late  as  the  19ih  April,  lu72,  Mr.  Boutwell,  then  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  requo8t  made  to  him  that  a  revenue  cutter  should  be 
sent  to  the  region  of  the  (Jnimak  Pass  to  prevent  Australian  and  Hawaiian  vessels 
fh>m  taking  seals  on  their  annual  migration  to  the  Islands  of  St.  Paul  anc"  t.  George, 
declined  to  accede  to  the  request  and  added : 

"In  addition  I  do  not  see  tbui  the  United  States  would  have  jurisdiction  or 
power  to  drive  oiT  parties  going  up  there  for  that  purpose  unless  they  made  such 
attempts  within  a  marine  league  of  the  shore." 

Going  further  back  in  date  the  Subcommittee  find  that  in  1822  a  claim  to  hov-^ 
«lreignty  over  the  Pacific  Ocean  north  of  the  Slst  deg.ee  of  latitude  was  put  forward 
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by  HusBi'a.  An  imperial  Ukase  issaed  on  the  4—16  September,  1821,  regalating 
commerce,  whaling  and  fishing  along  the  eastern  coast  of  Siberia,  the  north  wentem 
coast  of  North  America,  and  the  Aleutian  and  other  islands,  and  prohibiting  all 
foreign  vessels  from  landing  on  the  coast  and  islands  belonging  to  Bassia,  or  ap- 
proaching them  within  less  than  100  Italian  miles,  was  communicated  to  the 
American  Government  on  the  11th  February,  1822  ("0  "  o/  appendix). 

The  Honorable  John  Quincey  Adams,  at  that  time  United  Statos  Secretary  of 
State,  wrote  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month  to  M.  de  Poletica,  the  Russian  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  expressing  the  surprise  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the 
assertion  of  a  territorial  claim  by  Enssia  extending  to  the  51st  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude on  this  continent;  stating  that  the  exclusion  of  American  vessels  from  the  shore 
beyond  the  ordinary  distance  to  which  the  territorial  jurisdiction  extends  had  excited 
still  greater  surprise  and  requesting  an  explanation  of  the  grounds  of  right,  upon 
principles  generally  recognized  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  which  could  war- 
rant such  claims. 

M.  de  Poletioa,  in  a  despatch  dated  16—28  February,  1822,  defends  the 
prohibition  as  designed  to  suppress  the  furnishing  by  foreigners  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition to  the  natives  of  Russian  America.    He  adds,  however  : — 

"  The  extent  of  sea  of  which  these  possessions  form  the  limits,  comprehends  all 
the  conditions  which  are  ordinarily  attached  to  shut  soas  {mers  fernUes),  and  the 
Russian  Government  might  consequently  judge  itself  authorized  to  exercise  upon  this 
sea  the  right  of  sovereignty,  and  especially  that  of  entirely  interdicting  the  entrance 
of  foreigners.  But  it  preferred  only  assorting  its  essential  rights,  without  taking  any 
advantage  of  localities." 

Mr.  Adams  deemed  it  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  claim  to  point  out  the  fact  that, 
"  the  distance  from  shore  to  shore  on  this  sea,  in  latitude  51  north,  is  not  loss  than 
90°  of  longitude,  or  4.000  miles.     (State  Papers,  Vol.  9,  p.  471  et  seq.) 

A  writer  in  the  North  American  Beoiew,  in  an  article  published  a  few  months 
later,  says  with  respect' to  Mr.  Adams'  answer  :  "  A  volume  on  the  subject  could  not 
have  placed  the  absurdity  of  the  pretensions  more  glaringly  before  us."  (^Nortk 
American  Review,  Vol.  15,  p.  389.) 

The  position  was  relinquished  by  Russia  after  much  negotiatian  and  corres- 
pondence (see  American  State  Papers,  foreign  relations.  Vol.  5.  p.  43^)  and  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1824,  a  convention  was  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  that 
country,  which  was  ratified  at  Washington  on  the  12th  January,  1825,  and  of  which 
the  1st  article  is  as  follows : — I.  '*  It  is  agreed  that  in  any  part  of  the  Great  Ocean,  com 
monly  called  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  South  Sea,  the  respective  citizansorsubjectsof  the- 
■high  contracting  powers  shall  be  neither  disturbed  nor  restrained,  either  in  naviga- 
tion or  in  fishing,  or  in  the  power  of  resorting  to  the  coasts  upon  points  which  may 
not  already  have  been  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  natives,  saving 
always  the  restrictions  and  conditions  determined  by  the  following  articles."  {State 
Papers,  Vol.  12,  p.  695.)  The  conditions  and  restrictions  relate  chiefly  to  the  pre- 
vention of  illicit  trade  in  spirituous  liquors,  firearms,  &c. 

Negotiations  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia  on  the  subject  of  the  same  Ukase 
and  the  prohibition  above  referred  to,  resulted  in  a  treaty  between  the  two  powers, 
concluded  on  28th  February,  1825,  and  containing  the  following  provision,  in  which 
the  right  of  fishing  and  navigation  by  Great  Britain  in  any  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
is  recognized  : — 

"  It  is  agreed  that  the  respective  subjects  of  the  high  contracting  parties  shall 
"  not  be  troubled  or  molested  in  any  part  of  the  ocean  commonly  called  the  Pacific 
"  Ocean,  either  in  navigat'  ag  the  same,  in  fishing  therein  or  in  landing  at  such  parts 
"of  the  coast  as  shall  not  have  been  already  occupied,  in  order  to  trade  with  the 
"  natives  under  the  restrictions  and  conditions  specified  in  the  following  articles. " 
(State  Papers,  vol.  12,  p.  38.) 

So  far  as  the  Subcommittee  are  aware  the  claim  was  never  revived  until  it  is 
now  for  the  first  time  put  forward  by  the  United  States. 

It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  insist  at  any  great  length  that  the  oonditiona 
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attaching  to  Maria  clavsa  cannot  by  any  possibility  be  predicated  of  Bebring  Sea, 
and  that  the  seizare  of  Canadian  vessels  at  a  distance  of  over  100  miles  from  the 
mainland,  and  70  miles  from  the  nearest  island,  constitutes  a  high-handed  extension 
of  maritime  jarisdiction  unprecedented  in  the  law  of  nations ;  but  the  Sab-Committee 
«annot  conclude  without  inviting  the  earnest  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  the  fact  that  Canadian  citizens,  seized  while  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  their  lawful 
avocation  upon  Ihe  high  seas,  and  more  than  70  miles  from  the  nearest  land,  have 
feeen  dragged  before  a  foreign  court,  their  property  confiscated  and  themselves 
tlurown  into  prison,  where  they  still  remain. 

The  Sub-Oomicittee  express  their  confident  hope  that  sacb  representations  wiH 
be  at  once  made  to  the  United  StAtes  Government  as  will  secure  the  immediate  re- 
lease of  the  imprisoned  men,  and  full  reparation  for  all  losses  and  damage  sustained 
Igrthem. 

The  Committee  concur  in  the  foregoing  report,  and  they  advise  that  Tour 
Bxoellency  be  moved  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  minute,  if  approved,  to  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at 
Washington. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  Your  Bxcellency's  approval. 

JOHN  J.  MoGEB,  Clerk  Privy  Council. 

INDEX  TO  APPENDIX. 

A.'— Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  United  States  Treasury  Department,  to  Mr. 

D'Ancona,  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  San  Francisco,  dated  12th  March,  1881. 
B.— A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Treasury  Department  to  the 

Collector  of  Customs  at  San  Francisco,  dated  16th  March,  1886. 
O. — Edict  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  Autocrat  of  all  the  Bussias,  dated  4Eth  September, 

1886. 

APPENDIX  A. 

Tbsasurt  Dspartment,  12th  March,  1881. 
D.  A.  D'Akoona,  717  O'Parrell  street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Sib,— Tour  letter  of  the  19th  ult.,  requesting  certain  information  in  regard  to 
the  meaning  placed  by  this  Department  upon  the  law  regulating  the  killing  of  fur- 
bearing  animals  in  the  Territory  of  JLlaska,  was  duly  received. 

The  law  prohibits  the  killing  of  any  fur-bearing  animals,  except  as  therein  other- 
wise provided,  within  the  limits  of  Alaska  Territory,  or  in  "  ^  waters  thereof,  and 
also  prohibits  the  killin&r  of  any  fur  seals  on  the  islands  of  St.Pftul  and  St.  George,  or 
in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto,  except  during  certain  months. 

Tou  enquire  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  of  the  terms  "waters  thereof"  and 
"  waters  adjacent  thereto  "  as  used  in  the  law,  and  how  far  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  is  to  be  understood  as  extending. 

Presuming  your  enquiry  to  relate  more  especially  to  the  waters  of  Western 
Alaska,  you  are  informed  that  the  Treaty  withEussia,  of  30th  March,  1870,  by  which 
the  Territory  of  Alaska  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  defines  the  boundary  of  the 
territory  so  ceded.  The  treaty  is  found  on  pages  67 1  to  673  of  the  volume  of 
Treaties  of  the  Bevised  Statutes.  It  will  be  Been,  therefore,  that  the  limit  of  the 
oession  Extends  from  a  line  starting  from  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  running  through 
Behrings  Straits  to  the  north  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Islands. 

The  line  runs  thence  in  a  south-westerly  directioi  so  as  to  pass  midway  between 
the  Island  of  Attan  and  Copi)er  Island,  of  the  Kormandorski  Couplet  or  Group,  in  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean,  to  meridian  of  173  degrees,  west  longitude.  All  the  waters 
within  that  boundary  to  the  western  end  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  and  chain  of 
islands,  are  considered  as  comprised  within  the  waters  of  Alaska  Territory. 

All  the  penalties  prescribed  by  law  against  the  killing  of  fur-bearing  animals 
would  therefore  attach  against  any  violation  of  law,  within  the  limits  before  described. 

Very  respectfully, 


U 


H.  F.  FBENOH,  Acting  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

Tbe/IlBurt  Departmsnt,  16th  Maroh,  1S86. 
Sir, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by 
the  Department  on  12th  A£aroh,  18^1,  to  D.  A.  D'Anoona,  oonoerning  the  jarisdiotiom 
of  the  United  States  in  the  waters  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  the  prevention  of 
the  killing  of  farseals  and  other  far-bearing  animals  within  such  areas,  as  prescribed 
by  chapter  3,  title  23,  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  Tbe  attention  of  your  predecessor  in 
office  was  called  to  this  subject  on  4th  April,  1881.  This  communication  is  addressed 
to  you,  inasmuch  as  it  is  understood  that  certain  parties  at  your  port  contemplate 
the  fitting  out  of  expeditions  to  kill  fur-seals  in  these  waters.  You  are  requested  to 
give  due  publicity  to  such  letters,  in  order  that  such  parties  may  be  informed  of  the 
ooubtruction  placed  by  this  Department  on  the  provisions  of  law  referred  to. 

D.  MANNING,  Secretary, 
Oolleotor  of  Customs  of  San  Francisco. 

APPENDIX  0. 
Edict  0}  His  Imperial  Majesty,  Autocrat  of  all  tJie  Bussias. 

The  Directing  Senate  maketh  known  unto  all  men :  Whereas,  in  an  edict  of  His 
Imperial  Majesty,  issued  to  the  Directing  Senate  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  and 
signed  by  His  Imperial  Majesty's  own  hand,  it  is  thus  expressed : 

"  Observing  from  reports  submitted  to  us,  that  the  trade  of  our  subjects  on  the 
Aleutian  Islands  and  on  the  north  west  coast  of  America  appertaining  unto  Russia  ia 
subjected,  because  of  illicit  and  secret  trafSc,  to  oppression  and  impediments ;  and 
finding  that  the  principal  cause  of  these  difficulties  is  the  want  of  rules  establishing 
the  boundaries  for  navigation  along  these  coasts,  and  the  order  of  naval  communica- 
tion, as  well  in  these  places  as  on  the  whole  of  the  eastern  coast  of  Siberia  and  the 
Kurlle  Islands,  we  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  determine  these  communications  by 
specific  regulations  which  are  hereto  attached. 

"  In  forwarding  these  regulations  to  the  Directing  Senate,  we  command  that  the 
same  be  published  for  universal  information,  and  that  the  proper  measures  be  taken 
to  carry  them  into  execution. 

(Countersigned)        COUNT  D.  GUEIBF,  Minister  of  Finances. 

"  It  is  therefore  decreed  by  the  Directing  Senate,  that  His  Imperial  Majesty's 
Edict,  be  published  for  the  information  of  all  men,  and  that  the  same  be  obeyed  by 
all  whom  it  may  concern." 

The  original  is  signed  by  the  Directing  Senate. 

On  the  original  is  written  in  the  handwriting  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  thus : 

Be  it  accordingly, 

ALEXANDER. 

"  Sec.  1.  The  pursuits  of  commerce,  whaling  and  fishery,  and  of  all  other  indus- 
try, on  all  islands,  ports  and  gulfs,  including  the  whole  of  the  north-west  coast  of 
America,  beginning  from  Behrings  Straits,  to  the  ttct  of  northern  latitude ;  also  from 
the  Aleutian  Islands  to  the  eastern  coast  of  Siberia,  as  well  as  along  the  Kurile 
Islands,  from  Behrings  Straits  to  the  south  cape  of  the  Island  of  Urup,  viz.,  to  the  45 — 
50  northern  latitude,  is  exclusively  granted  to  Russian  subjects. 

"  Sec.  2.  It  is  therefore  prohibited  to  all  foreign  vessels,  not  only  to  land  on  tho 
coasts  and  islands  belonging  to  Russia,  as  stated  above,  but  also  to  approach  thevk 
within  less  than  a  hundred  Italian  miles.  The  transgressor's  vessel  is  subject  to 
confiscation,  along  with  the  whole  cargo." 

Ottawa,  9th  April,  1886. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  just  received  from  Mri 
Theodore  Lubbe,  the  managing  owner  of  our  British  Columbia  sealing  fleet,  and  dated 
30th  ult. ;  the  newspaper  clipping  attached  thereto  fully  explains  the  matter  embod- 
ied therein,  and  as  will  be  at  once  seen,  it  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  our 
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fishing  industry  and  oommercial  onterpriaes  generally,  that  ihe  same  shoald  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Government  at  the  very  earliest  possible  moment,  in  order  that 
the  owners  may  be  apprised  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  how  th  ^y  are  to  act. 

I  would  therefore  respeotfully  urge  that  the  whole  subject  he  referred  to  Hia 
Ezoellenoy  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  so  that  I  may  be  informed  as  quickly  as 
is  reasonably  possible  what  reply  to  telegraph ;  should  this  mode  of  procedure  be  irreg* 
nlar  or  undesirable,  then  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  that  such  other  steps  be 
taken  in  the  premises  as  to  you  may  ajipoar  necessary  or  expedient  so  as  to  avert 
trouble  in  the  closely  approaching  season  alluded  to,  and  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  parties  on  the  "  high  seas  "  or  otherwise  as  may  appear  to  be  reasonably 
consistent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDGAR  GROW  BIKER,  M.  P.,  Vice-Pres.  B.  C.  Board  of  Trade, 
To  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State. 


ViOTOBiA,  BaiTisH  Columbia,  SOth  March,  1886. 

Dbab  Sib,— The  enclosed  clipping  explains  itself. 

The  question  I  wish  to  ask  you  is  :  Oaa  the  United  S  ates  claim  the  easterly 
half  ef  Behring  Sea  m  "  American  Waters  ?  " 

The  British  schooners  "  Mary  Ellen,  Favorite.  Onward,  Gracia,  Dolphin,  Ann 
Beck,  Wm.  P.  Saywtird,  Mary  Taylor,  Caroline,  Alfrod  Adams  and  Active"  intend  lo 
follow  the  seals  into  Behriags  Sea  at  the  end  of  the  seal  fishing  season,  off  the  British 
Columbia  coast — say  20th  May  next.  These  (schooners  would  spear  and  shoot  seals 
upon  the  high  seas,  and  have  no  occasion  to  go  within  thirty  miles  of  any  land.  Yon  are 
aware  that  the  British  schooner  "Mary  Ellen"  has  already  made  two  successful  voyages 
to  Bohrings  Sea,  the  "  Favorite  "  made  also  a  successful  voyage  during  1885.  Both 
these  vessels  were  spoken  by  an  American  revenue  cutter  in  Behrings  Sea  last  sum- 
mer, but  not  in  any  way  molested. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  obtain  from  the  Minister  of  Marine  in  Ottav^  a 
written  opinion,  and  further,  would  you  be  good  enouj;h  to  communicate  to  me  the 
substance  of  such  opinion  by  wire  ? 

Pioase  act  promptly  aad  oblige. 

Tours  truly, 

T.  LUBBB. 
Mr.  Edqab  Crow  Baker,  M.P.,  Ottawa. 

The  letter  referred  to  in  my  letter  dated  9Lh  April,  1886. 

EDGAR  CROW  BAKER,  M.P. 

WARNING   TO  8BAL    HUNTfeRS. 

The  Treasury  Department  having  become  informo  i  that  certain  parties  are  fitting 
out  expeditions  for  the  purpose  of  killing  for  seals  and  other  fur-beariag  animals  in 
Alaskan  waters,  gives  the  following  information  to  parties  concerned  as  to  how  far 
the  ^M-isdiotiou  of  the  United  States  extends  in  the  matter: 

Th3  Treaty  with  Russia,  of  30th  March,  1870,  by  which  the  Territory  o.  Alaska 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  defines  the  boundary  of  the  territory  so  ceded.  It 
will  be  seen  therefrom  that  the  limit  of  cession  extends  from  a  line  ^^tarting  from  the 
Arctic  Ocean  and  running  through  Bohrings  Strait  to  the  north  of  St.  Lawrence 
Islands.  The  line  runs  thenee  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  so  as  to  pass  midway 
between  the  Island  of  Attonand  Copper  Island  of  the  Kromandorski  Couplet  or  Group, 
iin  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  to  meridian  193  degrees  west  longitude.  All  the  waters 
within  that  boundary  to  the  western  end  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  and  chain  of 
islands  are  considered  as  comprised  within  the  waters  of  Alasl t  Territory.  All  the 
penalties  prescribed  by  law  against  the  killing  of  fur-bearing  animals  would  there 
ore  attach  against  any  violation  of  law  within  the  limits  prescribed. 
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YioTbRiA,  B.  0.,  2Dd  April,  1886. 
DwASA  Sift,-~7he  eBolosed  clipping  is  npon  the  same  sabjeot  bat  more  fully  than 
the  one  sent  yon  30th  ult. 

Please  attend  to  this  matter  promptly. 

With  regards^ 

Mi*.  Edoah  Crow  Bakee,  M.  P.,  Ottawa.  T.  LUBBB. 

The  "  Alaska  Commeroial  CompaDy  "  is  evidently  pulling  the  wires. — T.  L. 

Alaska  Seal  Catohing. 

The  story  goes  that  some  poachers  were  fitting  out  in  this  port  to  kill  seals  on 
the  federal  preserves  in  AlAekin  waters.  To  warn  all  such  parties,  Secretary  Manning^ 
addrei^ed  the  following  note  to  Collector  Hager  : 

Tbeasurt  Depabthbnt,  6th  March,  1886. 
Sib, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by 
the  Department  on  the  12th  March  1881,  to  D.  A.  D'Ancona  concerning  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States  in  the  waters  of  the  territory  of  Alaska  and  the  prevention 
of  the  killing  of  fur-seals  and  other  fur- bearing  animals  within  such  areas  as  pres- 
<»ibed  by  chapter  3rd,  title  23  of  the  Bcvised  Statutes.  The  attention  of  year  pre- 
deoesBor  in  office  was  called  to  this  subject  on  the  4lh  April,  1881.  This  communica- 
tion is  addressed  to  you,  inasmuch  as  it  is  understood  that  certain  partiss  at  your 
port  contemplate  the  fitting  out  of  expeditions  to  kill  fur-seals  in  these  waters.  You 
are  reqaested  to  give  due  publicity  to  such  letters,  in  orier  that  such  parties  may  be 
informed  of  the  cocstruction  pl&oed  by  this  Department  upon  the  provision  of  law 
,:  referred  to.  Bespeotfully  yours, 

Collector  of  Customs,  San  Francisco.  D.  MANNING,  Secretary, 

Upon  reference  to  back  files  we  find  the  full  explanation  of  this  note  in  the  letter 
referred  to  which  is  as  follows  :— 

Trbasubt  Depabtuent,  12tb  March,  188 1> 

Sib, — Your  letter  of  the  19th  ult.,  requesting  certain  information  in  regard  to 
the  meaning  placed  by  this  Department  upon  the  law  regulating  the  killing  of  fur- 
bearing  animals  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  was  duly  received. 

The  law  prohibits  the  killing  of  any  fur-bearing  animals,  except  as  otherwise 
therein  provided  within  the  limits  of  Alaska  Territory,  or  in  the  waters  thereof,  and 
also  prohibits  the  killing  of  any  fur  seals  on  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  George,  or 
in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto,  except  during  certain  months. 

You  enquire  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  of  the  terms  "  waters  thereof "  and 
**  waters  adjacent  thereto,"  as  used  in  the  law,  and  how  far  the  jurisdiction  of  tho^ 
United  States  is  to  be  understood  as  extending. 

Presuming  your  enquiry  to  relate  more  especially  to  the  waters  of  Western 
Alaska,  you  are  informed  that  the  treaty  with  Bussia,  of  30th  March,  1870,  by  which 
the  Territory  of  Alaska  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  defines  the  boundarj'^  of  tho 
territory  so  ceded.  This  treaty  is  found  on  pages  671  to  '673  of  the  volume  of 
treaties  of  the  Bevised  Statutes.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  limit  of  the 
cession  extends  from  a  line  starting  from  the  Arctic  Ocean,  and  running  through 
Bohrings  Strait  to  the  north  of  iSt.  Lawrence  Islands. 

The  line  runs  thence  in  a  f>outh- westerly  direction,  so  as  to  pass  midway  between 
the  Island  of  Atton  and  Copper  Island,  of  the  Kormansdorski  Couplet  Group,  in  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean,  to  meridian  of  173  degrees  west  longitude.  All  tho  waters 
within  that  boundary,  to  the  western  end  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  and  chain  of 
islands,  are  considered  as  comprised  within  the  waters  of  Alaska  Territory.  All  the 
penalties  prescribed  by  law  against  the  killing  of  fur-bearing  animals  weald  therefore 
attach  against  any  violation  of  law  within  the  limits  before  described. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  P.  FEENCH,  Acting  Secretary. 
J>.  A.  D'An«oi!i%  717  O'Farrell  3t.>  San  FrMoiuio,  CMiforttia. 
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All  parties  are  warned  that  the  rale  laid  down  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  in  1881,  and  reaffirmed  in  the  note  of  Secretary  Manning  to 
the  collector  of  this  port  of  date  of  16th  March,  1886,  will  be  rigidly  enforced  against 
all  who  attempt  to  poach  upon  the  federal  preserre  by  killing  seals  within  its  limits, 
there  laid  down  and  defined  in  the  waters  of  Alaska.  From  that  preserve  the  federal 
Goveramenf  derives  its  revenue,  and  its  lessee  is  entitled  to  the  protection  proffered 
by  the  note  of  the  Secretary  referred  to. 

CONTRABAND  SEAL    HUNTING. 

Noticing  in  your  icano  of  the  "Call"  of  the  25thin8tMnt,  an  article  referring  to  the 

Alaska  Far  Ck)mpany's  territory,  to  oblige  a  number  of  your  subscribers,  will  yoa 

■kindly  inform  us  if  a  veSHcl  hunting  seal  a  marine  league  off  shore  in  Bahrings  Sea 

would  be  liable  to  seizare,  or  does  the   marine  league  limit  apply  to  that  territory 

-as  it  does  to  all  land  in  the  high  seas  ? 

SBVfiRAL  INTBRBSTBD  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Section  1956,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  prohibits  the  killing  of  fur- 
bearing  animals  wi<hin  the  limits  of  Alaska  Territory  or  the  waters  thereof,  except 
under  an  authorization  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  it  further  provides 
that  the  Secretary  shall  not  grant  any  special  privileges  under  this  section.  Then 
comes  the  enqoiry  :  What  is  included  in  the  term  "  the  waters  thereof  ?" 

The  treaty  by  which  Alaska  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Russia  defines 
the  boundaries  of  the  jurisdiction  thus  conveyed.  The  western  limit  which  extends 
out  on  the  high  seas  (a  questionable  conveyance)  as  far  as  the  meridian  of  19;i'*  west 
longitude,  so  as  to  include  the  whole  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago,  and  thenoe 
proceeds  north-west  to  the  intersection  of  the  meridian  172  W.,  with  the 
parallel  of  65**  80'  N. ,  passes  through  the  middle  of  Behriogs  Strait,  midway  between 
the  islands  of  Erusenstern,  or  Ignalook  and  Rotmanoff,  and  thence  due  north  with- 
out limitation  into  the  Frozen  Ocean.  By  Act  of  Congress  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  extended  over  all  this  territory  and  water.  As  Behrings  Strait,  at  its  nar- 
rowest, is  36  miles  wide,  9  miles  from  the  Alaskan  mainland  coast,  would  not  begin 
to  reach  the  western  limit  of  our  purchase  from  Ruiisia,  and  until  the  right  of  the 
United  States  Government  to  exclusive  jarisdiutioa  over  those  waters  is  successfully 
controverted,  you  must  not  violate  the  law  of  Congress  by  kilting  seals  therein, without 
the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  peril  of  confiscation.  According  to  the 
current  of  modern  authority,  says  Chancellor  Kent,  the  general  territorial  jarisdiction 
extends  into  the  sea  as  far  as  a  cannon  shot  will  reach,  and  no  farther,  and  this  is 
generally  calculated  to  be  a  marine  league  (three  miles);  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  has  recognized  this  limitation.  The  claim  of  Rassia  to  sovereignty 
over  the  Pacific  Ocean  north  of  the  5181"  of  latitude,  as  a  close  sea,  was  considered 
by  our  Government  in  1822  as  being  against  the  rights  of  other  nations  ;  but  now  as 
we  have  bought  Rnssia  out,  it  is  all  right.  One's  opinions  change  according  to  one's 
standpoint,  and  besides,  cannons  shoot  farther  now  than  they  used  to. 

Victoria,  B.C.,  12th  April,  1886. 
Dear  Sir, — Please  see  fol.  10  and  11  of  the  enclosed  document. 

Yours  truly, 
Mr.  Edoar  Cbow  Baker,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa.  T.  LUBBB. 

Charles  Edward  Pooley,  a  Public  Notary  in  and  for  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city  of 
Victoria,  in  the  said  Province,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  paper  writings  are 
full,  true  and  correct  copies  of  the  sworn  copy  sworn  to  be  a  correct  copy  by  John  T. 
Fogartv,  at  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  on  the  23rd  day  of 
December,  1885,  before  John  £.  Hamill,  Notary  Public. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  atthe  city  of 
Victoria  aforesaid,  the  12th  day  of  April,  1886. 

CHARLES  B.  POOLBY,  Notary  Public,  Victoria,  B.G, 
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PUBLIC  No.  120. 
An  Act  to  Frevbnt  thk  Extbrhination  of  Fua-sEAaiNO  Animals  in  Alaska. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  kill  any  fur-seal  upon 
the  Islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  George,  or  in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto,  except 
daring  the  months  of  Jane,  July,  September  and  October  in  each  year,  and  it  ahaU 
be  uolawful  to  kill  such  seals  at  any  time  by  the  use  of  fire  arms,  or  use  other  means 
tending  to  drive  the  seals  away  from  said  islands.  Provided  that  the  natives  of  said 
islands  shall  have  the  privilege  of  killing  such  yoang  seals  as  may  be  necessary  for 
their  own  food  and  clothing  during  other  months,  and  also  such  old  seals  as  may  be 
required  for  thoir  own  clothing  and  for  the  manufacture  of  boats  for  their  own  use, 
which  killing  shall  be  limited  and  controlled  by  such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  kill  any  female 
seal,  or  any  seal  less  than  one  year  old,  at  any  season  of  the  year,  except  as  above 
provided ;  and  it  shall  also  be  unlawful  to  kill  any  seal  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  said 
islands,  or  on  the  beaches,  olifPs  or  rocks  where  they  haul  up  from  the  sea  to  remain ; 
and  any  person  who  shall  violate  either  of  the  provisions  of  this  or  the  1st  secti(«Q  of 
this  Act  shall  be  punished,  on  conviction  thereof,  for  such  offence  by  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  two  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  six  months,  or  by  such  fine  and  imprisonment,  t>oth  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court  having  jurisdiction  by  taking  cognizance  of  the  offence  ;  and 
all  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture  whose  crew  shall  be  foand  engaged  in 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  for  the  period  of  twenty  years  from  and 
after  the  passincr  of  this  Act  the  number  of  fur  seals  which  may  be  killed  for  their 
ekins  upon  the  Island  of  St.  Paul  is  hereby  limited  and  restricted  to  seventy  five  thou- 
sand per  annum ;  and  the  number  of  fur  seals  which  may  be  killed  for  their  skins 
upon  the  Island  of  St.  George  is  hereby  limited  and  restricted  to  twenty  five  thousand 
per  annum :  Provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  restrict  and  limit  the 
right  of  killing  if  it  shall  become  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  such  seals  with 
snchi  proportionate  reduction  of  the  rents  reserved  to  the  Government  as  shall  be 
right  and  proper,  and  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  violate  either  of  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  he  shall,  upon  due  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  in  the  same  way 
as  provided  herein  for  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  first  and  second  sections  of 
this  Act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  immediately  upon  the  passage  of  this 
Act,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  lease  for  the  rental  mentioned  in  section  6 
of  this  Act,  to  proper  and  responsible  parties,  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  United 
States  having  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Government,  the  native  inhabitants, 
the  parties  heretofore  engaged  in  trade,  and  the  protection  of  the  seal  fisheries  for  a 
term  of  twenty  years  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1870,  the  right  to  engage  in  the 
business  of  taking  fur  seals  on  the  Islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  George,  and  to  send  a 
vessel  or  vessels  to  said  islands  for  the  skins  of  such  seals,  giving  to  the  lessee  or 
lessees  of  said  islands  a  lease,  duly  executed  in  duplicate  not  transferable,  and  taken 
from  the  lessee  or  lessees  of  said  islands  a  bond  with  sufficient  securities  in  a  sum  not 
less  than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  conditioned  for  the  faithful  observance  of  all 
the  laws  and  requirements  of  Congress  and  of  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  touching  the  subject  matter  of  taking  fur  seals  and  disposing  of  the  same, 
and  for  the  payment  of  all  taxes  and  dues  according  to  the  United  States  connected 
therewith,  and  in  making  said  lease  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  due 
regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  seal  fur  trade  of  said  islands  and  the  comfort, 
maintenance,  and  education  of  the  natives  thereof.  The  said  lessees  shall  furnish  to 
the  several  masters  of  vessels  employed  by  them  certified  copies  of  the  lease  held  by 
them  respectively,  which  shall  be  presented  to  the  Government  revenae  officer  for 
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the  time  being  who  may  be  in  charge  at  the  said  ielaads  as  theaathoritj  of  the  party 
for  landing  and  taking  skins. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  at  the  expiration  of  i^aid  term  of  twenty 
years  or  on  eurrendor  or  forfeiture  of  any  lease,  other  leases  may  be  made  in  manner 
aforeeaid  for  other  terms  of  twenty  years ;  but  no  persons  other  than  American 
dtiEens  shall  be  permitted  by  lease  or  otherwise,  to  occupy  said  islands  or  either  of 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  skins  of  fur  seals  'therefrom,  nor  shall  any  foreign 
▼essel  be  engaged  in  taking  such  skins,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
vacate  and  declare  any  lease  forfeited  if  the  same  be  held  or  operated  for  the  use^ 
benefit,  or  advantage,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  any  person  or  persons  other  than 
American  citizens.  Every  lease  shall  contain  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee 
that  he  will  not  keep,  sell,  furnish,  give  or  dispose  of  any  distilled  spirits  or  spin* 
tnous  liquors  on  either  of  said  islands  to  any  of  the  natives  thereof,  such  person  not 
being  a  physician  and  furnishing  the  same  for  use  as  medicine ;  and  any  person  who 
ahalTkill  any  fur  seal  on  either  of  said  islands,  or  in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto, 
without  authority  of  the  lessees  thereof,  and  any  person  who  shall  molest,  disturb  or 
interfere  with  said  lessees,  or  either  of  them,  or  their  agents  or  employees  in  tho 
lawful  prosecution  of  their  business  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  shall  for  each  offence  on  conviction  thereof,  bo  punished 
in  the  same  way  and  by  like  penalties  as  prescribed  in  the  second  section  of  this  Act. 
And  all  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  appurtenances  and  cargo,  whose  crews  shall  be 
lonnd  engaged  in  any  violation  of  either  of  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall  be  foiv 
ieited  to  the  United  States ;  and  if  any  person  or  company  under  any  lease  herein 
Mithorized,  shall  knowingly  kill,  or  permit  to  be  killed,  any  number  of  seals  exceed- 
ing the  number  for  each  island  in  this  Act  prescribed,  such  person  or  company  shallt 
in  addition  to  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  aforesaid,  also  forfeit  the  whole  number 
of  the  skins  of  seals  killed  in  that  year,  or,  in  case  the  same  have  been  disposed  of, 
then;  said  person  or  company  shall  forfeit  the  value  of  the  same,  and  it  shall  bo 
the  duty  of  any  revenue  officer  officially  acting  as  such  on  either  ot  said  islands,  to 
seize  and  destroy  any  distilled  spirits  or  spirituous  liquors  found  thereon  :  Provided, 
that  such  officer  shall  make  detailed  report  of  his  doings  to  the  collector  of  the 
port. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  annual  rental  to  be  reserved  by 
said  lease  shall  not  be  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  to  be  secured  by 
deposit  of  United  States  bonds  to  that  amount,  and  in  addition  thereto  a  revenue  tax 
as  duty,  of  two  dollars,  is  hereby  laid  upon  euch  fur  seal  skin  taken  and  shipped  from 
said  Islands  during  the  continuance  of  such  lease,  to  bo  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  empowered  and  autho- 
rized to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  the 
same,  for  the  comfort,  maintenance,  education  and  protection  of  the  natives  of  said 
Islands,  and  also  for  carrying  into  full  effect  all  the  provisions  of  this  Act  :  Provi- 
ded further,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  terminate  any  lease  given  to  any 
person,  company  or  corporation  on  full  and  satisfactory  proof  of  the  violation  of  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  or  the  rules  and  regulations  established  by  him :  Provided 
further,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  deliver  to  the 
owners  of  the  fur  seal  skins  now  stored  on  the  Islands,  on  the  payment  of  one  dollar 
lor  each  of  said  skins  taken  and  shipped  away  by  said  owners. 

Sec.  Y.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
sections  of  an  "  Act  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to  customs,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  over  the  territory  ceded  to  th  3  United  States  by  Eussia,  to 
establish  a  collection  district  thereon  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July  27th, 
1868,  shall  be  deemed  to  apply  to  this  Act,  and  all  the  prosecutions  for  offences  com- 
mitted against  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  nnd  all  other  proceedings  had  because  of 
the  violations  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  which  are  authorized  by  said  Act 
above  mentioned,  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  thereof;  and  all  Acts 
and  pfti'ts  of  Acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  hereby  repealed. 
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Seo.  8.     And  be  it  farther  onaotod,  that  the  Congroas  miy  at  aoy  time  here- 
after, alter,  amend,  or  ropenl  this  Act. 
Approved  July  let,  1870. 

Trbasury  Dbpartmknt,  Washington  D.C.,  April  I9th,  1872. 

Sir,  ^Yoar  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  waa  daly  rocoivod,  oalling  the  attention  of 
the  Department  to  certain  rumoraoironlating  io  San  Francisco,  to  the  effect  that 
QxpcditionB  are  to  start  from  Aa^tralia  and  tho  Hawaiian  Islands,  to  take  far 
«eale  on  their  annual  migration  to  the  Islands  of  St.  Paul  and  Sb.  George,  throazh 
the  narrow  pass  of  Unimuk.  You  recommend,  to  cut  otf  the  possibility  of  evil  reaolt- 
ing  to  the  interests  of  iho  United  States  from  the«ie  expeditions,  that  a  revenue  cutter 
be  sent  to  the  region  of  (Jnimak  Pass,  by  the  15th  of  May  next.  A  very  full  odd- 
versation  was  had  with  Captain  Bryant  upon  this  subject  while  ho  was  at  the 
Department,  and  he  convinced  it  to  bo  entirely  impracticable  to  make  such  an  expe- 
dition a  paying  one,  inasmuch  as  the  seals  go  singly  or  in  pairs,  and  not  in  droves, 
«nd  cover  a  large  region  of  water  in  their  homewarJ  travel  to  these  Islands,  and  he 
did  not  seem  to  fear  that  the  seals  would  be  driven  from  their  accustomed  resorts, 
•even  wore  such  attempts  made. 

In  addition  I  do  not  see  that  the  United  States  would  have  the  jurisdiction  or 
power  to  drive  off  parties  going  up  there  for  that  purpose,  unless  they  made  saoh 
Attempt  within  a  marine  league  of  the  shore. 

As  at  present  advised,  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  carry  out  your  suggestions ; 
hut  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  to  tho  Department  any  further  facts  or  infor- 
-matiun  you  may  be  able  to  gather  upon  tho  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUT  WELL,  Secretary. 

This  Indenture,  in  duplicate,  made  this  Hrd  day  of  August,  A.D.  1870,  by  and 
|)etween  William  A.  Kchurdson,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of 
an  Act  of  Congress,  approved  July  1st,  1870,  entitled:  "An  Act  to  prevent  the 
extermination  of  fuf-boaring  animals  in  Alaska,"  and  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany, a  corporation  dulv  established  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California,  acting 
oy  John  P.  Miller,  its  Prot^ident  and  Agent,  in  aooordanco  with  a  resolution  of  said 
corporation,  duly  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  its  Bjard  of  Trustees,  hold  January  Slat, 

1870 ; 

Witnesseth, — That  tho  said  Secretary  hereby  leases  to  the  said  Alaska  Commor- 
■cial  Company,  without  power  to  transfer,  for  the  tjrtn  of  twenty  years,  from  the  Ist 
day  of  May,  1870,  the  right  to  engage  in  tho  business  of  taking  fur  seals  on  tho 
islands  of  St.  George  niid  St.  Paul,  within  tho  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  to  wend  a 
vessel  or  ve^^sels  to  said  islands  for  the  skins  of  such  seals. 

And  tho  naid  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  in  consideration  of  their  right  under 
thiH  lease,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  pay  for  each  year  during  said  term  and  in 
proportion  during  any  part  thereof,  tho  sum  of  §55,000  into  the  treasury  of  tho 
United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Sjcretary,  to  bo  male  for 
this  purpose  under  said  Act,  which  payment  bhall  be  secured  by  deposit  of  United 
Status  bondrt  to  that  amount;  and  also  covenant  and  agree  to  pay  annually  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  under  said  rules  and  regulations,  a  revenue  tax  or  duty 
oi  $i  upon  each  fur,  seal  skin  taken  and  bhipped  by  them,  in  accordance  with  tho 
provisions  of  the  Act  aforesaid  ;  and  also  the  sum  of  62^  cents  for  each  fur  seal  skin 
taken  and  shipped,  and  55  cents  per  gallon  for  each  gallon  of  oil  obtained  from  said 
seals  for  sale  on  said  islands  or  elsewhere,  and  sold  by  said  company.  And  also 
covenant  and  agree,  in  accordance  with  paid  rules  and  regulations,  to  furnish  free  of 
charge,  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  George  annually  during  said 
terra,  25,000  dried  salmon,  60  oorda  firewood,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt,  and  a 
suflScient  number  of  barrels  for  preserving  the  necessary  supply  oi  meat. 

And  the  said  lessees  also  hereby  covenant  and  agree  during  the  term  aforesaid, 
to  maintain  a  sohool  on  each  island,  in  accordance  with  said  rales  and  regolatioas, 
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•nd  Boitable  for  the  edaoation  of  the  natives  of  said  islands,  for  a  period  of  not  1ob» 
than  eight  monthn  in  each  year. 

And  the  eaid  Iobroob  further  covenant  and  agree  not  to  kill  upon  said  island  of 
St.  Paul  more  than  7&,0U0  far  seals,  and  apon  tbe  island  of  St.  George  not  more  than 
26,000  fbr  seals  per  annnm ;  not  to  kill  any  fur  soul  apon  the  island  aforesaid  in  any 
other  month  except  the  months  of  Jane,  July,  September  and  Ociobor  of  each  year;, 
not  to  kill  6ach  seals  at  any  time  by  the  nse  of  firearms  or  other  metins  tending  to 
drive  the  reals  from  paid  islands ;  not  to  kill  any  female  seal  or  any  Ecal  less  than 
one  year  old  ;  not  to  kill  any  seal  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  said  islands  or  on  the 
beaches,  cliffs  or  rocks  where  they  haul  up  from  the  sea  to  remain. 

And  the  i^aid  leseees  farther  covenant  and  agree  to  abide  by  any  restriction  or 
limitation  upon  the  rights  to  kill  seals  under  this  lease,  that  the  ^ct  prescribes  or 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  such 
seals. 

And  the  said  lessees  hereby  agree  t^at  they  will  not  in  any  way  sell,  transfer  or 
assign  this  lease,  and  that  any  transfer  ile  or  assignment  of  the  same  shall  be  v^id 
or  of  no  effect. 

And  tbe  said  lessees  farther  covenu.jt  and  agree  to  furnish  to  the  several  maf«terS 
of  the  vessels  employed  by  them,  certified  copies  of  this  lease,  to  bepr^^nented  to  the 
Government  revenue  officers  for  the  time  being  in  charge  of  said  islands,  as  the 
authority  of  eaid  lessee^  for  the  landing  and  tnking  said  skins. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  that  thoy  or  their  agents  shall 
not  keep,  sell,  famish,  give  or  dispose  of  any  distilled  spirits  or  spirituous  liquors  on 
either  of  said  islands  to  any  of  the  natives  thereof,  each  person  not  being  a  physician 
famishing  the  same  for  use  as  medicine. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  that  this  lease  is  accepted  snb> 
ieot  to  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  which  shall  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter 
be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafiury  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  the 
rentals  herein  agreed  to  be  paid  by  said  lessees,  for  the  comfort,  maintenance,  educa- 
tion, and  protection  of  the  natives  of  said  islands,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  all  tbe 
provisions  of  the  Act  aforesaid,  and  will  abide  by  and  conform  to  said  rules  and 
regulations. 

And  the  said  lessees,  accepting  this  lease  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  provisions 
of  the  aforesaid  Act  of  CongrAHs,  further  covenant  and  agree  that  they  will  ful6l  all 
the  provisions,  requirements  and  limitations  of  said  Act,  whether  heroin  speciticHlly 
Bet  out  or  not. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  aforesaid  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seal* 
the  day  and  year  above  wriiien. 

WILLIAM  A.  RICHARDSON,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  COMPANY. 

By  Jno.  F.  Milleb,  President. 
Executed  in  presence  of  J.  H.  Saville. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  printed  copy  of  the  lease  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company  of  the  rigbt  to  take  fur  seals  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska, 
has  been  compared  with  the  original  on  tile  in  this  Department  and  ts  a  true  codv 
thereof.  <=>  t^  VJ 

J.  H.  SAVILLE,  Chief  Clerk,  Treasury  Department. 

WAsniNOTON,  D.C,  September  3rd,  1870. 
State  of  California,  City  and  County  ) 
of  San  Francisco.  j 

Collector's  Office,  Custom  House,  December  23rd,  1885. 
I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  correct  copies  of  original  documents  on  file- 
in  this  office. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County ) 

of  San  Francisco.  j  . 
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John  T.  Pogarty,  being  duly  gworn,  deposen  and  pays  tbat  the  foregoing  are  true 
and  correct  copies  of  original  dooaments  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Colleotnr  of 
Customs  of  the  Port  of  San  Francisco,  that  he  has  compared  the  foregoing  with  said 
originals  and  knows  them  to  be  correct  copies  to  his  own  knowledge. 

JOHN  T.  FOGARTY. 
Sabsoribed  and  sworn  to.  before  me,  this  2'^rd  day  of  December,  1S86. 

John  E.  Hamill,  Notary  Fuhlic. 

/  THE   ALASKA   BKIZORIS. 

A  Common  Sense  View  of  the  Whole  Situation. — A  Brooklyn  Paper  Speaks  Out.'— What 
ia  the  Law  f — The  Greatest  Maritime  Judge  Living. — The  Seal  Monopoly. 

[Prom  the  "  Brooklyn  Eagle."] 

The  recent  seizare  of  vessels  in  Bebrings  Sea  by  tbo  United  States  r'>ronno 
ftteamer  "  Oorwin,"  for  the  alleged  illegal  capture  of  seals  in  the  waters  of  the  United 
States  has  attracted  a  surprisingly  slight  amount  of  attention,  in  this  quarter  at 
Irat-t.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  tho  Cabinet  has  not  bad  u  meeting  for 
aome  time,  and  that  but  one  Cabinet  Minister  remained  in  Washington,  so  that  thcro 
was  a  lack  of  information  on  the  Bubjeot  which  was  unfavorable  to  its  disounsion. 
Now,  however,  we  have  something  like  an  official  report  of  what  took  place  from  tho 
Captain  of  the  "  Corwin,"  and  the  matter  is  ripe  for  the  attention  of  the  press  of  tho 
United  States.  No  one  who  gives  the  subject  his  notice  can  fail  to  recognize  tho 
fact  tbat  it  is  one  of  the  most  imjiortant  questions  this  Government  was  ever  called 
npon  to  di^cass,  and  that  it  n^ay  involve  consequences  of  the  highest  moment. 

The  Captain  of  tho  "Corwin,"  it  would  appear,  was  acting  under  positivo 
instructions  received  at  San  Francisco,  commanding  him  to  ^eize  and  deliver  to  tbo 
United  States  District  Court  of  Alaska,  for  condemnation  and  seizure,  all  vesseln 
found  engaged  in  the  capture  of  seals  within  Alaskan  waters,  which  were  defined  to 
include  all  of  Bebrings  Sea  east  of  the  line  from  Bebrings  Strait  to  a  point  woHt  of  tho 
inoBt  western  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  Under  this  interpretation  a  vessel  might  bo 
more  than  500  miles  from  the  mainland  of  America  and  still  a  trespasser  ia 
Alaskan  waters,  and  therefore  liable  to  seizure.  Tho  complaints  which  lod  to  tho 
issuing  of  these  instructions  came  from  the  Alaska  Fur  Seal  Ctmpany,  who  lease  tho 
eeal  fisheries  from  the  Government  for  the  payment  of  8317,000  annually. 

The  vessels  captured  were  six  in  number,  three  of  them  being  described  as 
British,  one  American,  from  San  Francisco,  but  the  nationality  of  tho  other  two  is 
not  given.  It  is  not  protended  that  any  of  them  was  within  a  marine  league  of  tho 
eboro;  in  fact,  the  only  vessel  whose  place  of  capture  is  specifically  stated  in  tho 
despatch  is  the  British  schooner  "  Thornton,"  which,  the  Captain  of  the  "  Corwin  " 
says,  was  captured  about  70  miles  south-south-east  of  St.  Georee.  This  would 
bring  her  150  miles  from  the  chain  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  300  miles  from  tho 
nearest  point  of  the  mainland. 

The  captured  schooners  were  taken  to  Ounalaska,  where  they  wore  libelled  for 
condemnation,  and  their  crews  were  conveyed  to  Sitka,  where  the  masters  and  mates, 
in  addition  to  the  loss  of  their  vessels,  were  tried  before  Judge  Dawson  and  fined  and 
imprisoned. 

In  the  case  of  the  "Thornton,"  the  Captain  was  fined  $500  and  to  be  imprisoned 
for  thirty  days,  while  tho  mate  of  the  same  vessel  was  fined  3:^00.  Judge  Dawson,. 
in  passing  sentence,  was  very  severe  on  the  prisoners  and  likened  their  offence  to 
piracy,  telling  them  that  they  had  no  more  right  to  go  into  the  waters  of  another 
nation  to  interfere  with  its  industries  than  they  had  to  go  upon  another  man's  land 
and  appropriate  his  crops.  Judge  Dawson,  although  only  a  district  judge,  considers 
that  his  jurisdiction  extends  over  the  whole  of  the  waters  of  Alaska,  comprising 
about  a  million  square  miles  of  what  would  elsewhere  be  regarded  as  the  high  seas^ 
80  that  he  may  be  safely  regarded  as  the  greatest  maritime  judge  extant. 

li  it  should  be  reported  some  day  in  the  papers  that  a  Gloucester  fisherman  had 
been  captured  by  a  Canadian  oiuiser  300  miles  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  that 
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her  master  and  mate,  ia  additioD  to  tho  lois  of  thoir  v:es9el,  had  baea  heavily  fined, 
and  were  then  languishing  in  a  GAnadiao  prisou,  there  would  probably  ba  Home 
indignation  in  New  England.  Yet  that,  as  regards  the  maritim)  aspacl  of  the  oaae, 
is  substantially  what  the  Alaskan  seizures  amount  to.  It  is  maintained,  however, 
that  the  ciroumstanoes  of  these  cases  are  modified  by  the  fact  that  Eussia  claimed 
the  whole  of  Behrin^s  Sea  as  part  of  her  territory,  and  that  the  waters  claimed  by 
this  Government  were  coded  as  part  of  Alaska.  Jud^e  Dawson  is  reported  to  bavo 
said  on  this  point  that  Bussia  bad  claimed  and  exercised  jarisdictlon  over  all  tiiat 
part  of  Behrings  Sea  embraced  in  the  boundary  line  set  forth  in  the  Treaty,  and  that 
claim  had  been  tacitly  recognized  and  acquiesiced  in  by  the  other  maritime  powers 
of  the  world  fir  a  long  series  of  years  prior  to  the  Treaty  of  30th  March,  1867.  Bo 
held  that  tho  jarisdiction  hnd  been  transferred,  and  that  the  United  States  had 
acquired  ab^o'ute  control  and  dominion  over  the  area  described  in  the  treaty, 
und  that  Britir-b  vessels  manned  by  British  subjects  hai  no  right  to  navigate  the 
waters  for  tho  purpose  of  killing  fur-bearing  seals  If  this  is  good  law,  that  is  the 
end  of  the  matter ;  bnt  is  it  gowi  law?  Qoleas  we  are  greatly  in  error  there  are 
copies  of  dcApatches  on  the  files  of  the  State  Department,  written  prior  to  18t>7,  in 
which  the  Hussiao  claim  is  distinctly  repudiated  and  denied.  Circumstances  may 
have  changed  since  then  as  to  our  attitude  toivard  the  subject,  but  the  principia 
has  not.  Aud  we  doubt  greatly  whether  the  United  States  would  ever  have  admitted 
«uoh  a  claim  if  made  by  another  nation.  What  would  be  said,  for  iastance.  if  ths 
BritiBh  undertook  to  prevent  an  American  whaler  from  eatering  HadMn  Bay  or 
traversing  the  western  half  of  that  arm  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  which  leads  to  it? 
Maritime  law  and  international  are  the  same  whether  on  the  Atlantic  or  the  Pacific, 
and  thore  is  certainly  eomethmg  grotesque  in  the  sight  of  hundreds  of  American 
fishermen  hovering  on  the  Canadian  Atlantic  coast  just^  beyond  the  three-milo  limit 
and  claiming  to  enter  all  bays  more  than  three  milen  wide  at  the  mouth,  and 
fiRh,  wiiilo  on  the  Pacific  Canadian  vessels  are  captured  three  handrevl  zaiies 
from  the  mainland,  and  the  claim  is  made  that  a  bay  more  than  one  thousand 
miles  wide  at  the  mouth  shall  be  a  closed  sea  to  them. 

There  is  another  aspect  to  the  case,  not  international,  but  national.  One  of  4he 
vessels  captured  was  an  American  schooner  from  "San  Francisco.  All  other 
American  vessels,  except  those  of  the  Alaska  Seal  Fur  Company,  are,  therefore, 
excluded  from  theso  waters  which  are  claimeri  as  belonging  to  Alaska.  Is  there  .s,ny 
warrant  for  this  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ?  It  has  been  th<J  evil 
policy  of  the  nation  to  give  up  the  whole  Territory  of  Alaska  to  one  gigantic  mono- 
poly, to  discourage  settlement  and  all  legitimate  enterprises  not  oonnet  ted  with  the 
fur  trade.  Is  this  policy  to  be  continued  ?  It  surely  was  not  for  thi^  purpose  that 
the  territory  was  bought,  but  that  its  resources  might  be  developed  and  such  parts 
cf  it  as  are  suitable  for  settlement  opened  to  industrious  workers.  Bat  for  nine- 
teen years  Alaska  has  been  nothing  but  the  re^terve  of  a  great  corporation,  which  ia 
even  now  scheming  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  its  franchise  there.  The  matter  is  ooo 
of  the  groutost  interest  and  importance  to  the  American  people,  who  are  not  desirous 
of  establishing  monopolies  in  Alaska  or  elsewhere,  but  wish  to  see  all  t'icir  territory 
opened  up  and  made  available  for  the  use  of  all  our  citizens. 

GroVFaNMBNT  HousB,  VicTOBiA,  B.  0.,  August  28th,  1886. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  few  days  since  I  received  a  telegram 
from  Mr.  Mason,  acting  British  Consul  at  San  Francisco,  to  the  following  etfect : 
"'Carolina,'  'Thornton,'  seized  by  United  States  steamer  'Oarwin*  for  illegal 
sealing;  about  twenty  men  from  them  put  on  board  *St.  Paul ' ;  arrived  hjro  lasti 
night ;  they  ask  mo  for  protection  a&d  to  send  them  to  Victoria.  Advise  me  whati 
to  do,  they  are  not  charged  with  anything,"  Upon  receipt  of  this,  I  arranged  with 
the  owners  of  tho  "  Carolina,"  and  "  Thornton  "  for  the  return  of  the  men  here,  and 
they  arrived  on  the  23rd. 

The  "  Carolina "  and  ••Thototon,"  belonging  to  dififarent  owners,  are  sloops 
owned  here,  and  fitted  oat  here  for  the  prosooatioa  of  seal  fishing  in  the  North  Paoifie 
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and  Behrings  S^a.  It  Keems,  from  the  accounts  given,  that  they  wore  paaoeably  par- 
einlng  their  avooalionH,  and  not  within  7i)  mile^)  of  land  whoo  they  were  seised  by 
United  States  revonuo  steamer  "Corwin,"  aa  above  stated.  Some  of  the  man  were 
shipped  t )  San  Franciaoo  ;  the  sloops  and  their  masters  are  retainei  Jn  some  Alaskan 
pert.  This  extraordinary  and  highhanded  |.rooeeding  wm  doubtless  perpetrated 
in  the  interests  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  ostensibly  for  the  proteo- 
tion  of  the  fur  pealing  fisheries  which  are  leased  by  the  Govornmant  of  the  Qnitedl 
States  to  that  company.  In  reality  it  proclaims  the  right  of  that  Government  to  the 
solo  use  of  the  fisheries  of  those  northern  waters,  an  idea  so  preposterous  as  to  bo 
IndiorouB.  I  enclose  a  cutting  from  a  newspaper  published  here  which  gives  as  cor- 
rect an  account  of  the  matter  as  we  have  at  preseat,  and  also  a  statement  of  the  facts 
relating  to  the  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  the  KusRian  American  po^MossiooHf 
and  of  the  lease  and  concessions  granted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stat«ia 
in  the  company  above  mentioned.  The  matter  has  bean  already  laid  before  the 
Honorable  the  Miinister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  who  opportunely  arrived  hare  a 
few  days  after  my  receiving  information  of  it,  but  I  beg  to  call  your  earnest  atteotioa 
to  it,  so  tbac  the  whole  case  being  laid  before  the  Imperial  authorities,  stepo  may  be 
taken  not  only  to  cause  reparations  to  be  made  for  the  outrage  committed,  bat  to 
definitely  prevent  any  possible  repetition  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLEMENT  P.  CORNWALL,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

SBALINO  SCHOONER  SETZURES. 

As  the  late  seizures  of  an  American  and  three  Bi-itish  sealing  schooners  by  an 
Amorican  revenue  cutter  in  the  Bohrings  Sea  are  almost  certain  to  let  to  interna- 
tional complioatioos  on  account  of  the  extravagance  of  the  assumption  upon  whiob 
those  seizures  were  made,  a  brief  history  of  the  events  which  led  up  to  them  will  be 
acceptable  at  the  present  time.  In  March,  1867,  a  Treaty  was  mado  between  Bussia 
.and  the  United  States,  by  which  Russia  ceded  all  its  possessions  iu  British  North 
America  to  the  Government  of  the  Uaited  States.  One  of  the  terms  of  that  Tretity 
-declared  that  the  western  limit,  within  which  the  territories  and  dominion  conveyed 
are  contained  passes  through  a  point  inBjhringa  Straits  on  the  parallel  of  65  degrees 
30  minutes  north  latitude  at  its  intersection  by  the  meridian,  which  passes  midway 
between  the  Islands  of  Krusenstein  or  Ignalook  and  the  Island  Ratmanoff  or  Nooa- 
arbook,and  proceeds  due  north  without  limitation  into  the  frozen  ocean.  Thesamo 
western  limit  beginning  at  the  same  initial  point,  proceeds  thence  in  a  course  nearly 
south-west  through  Behrings  Sea,  eo  as  to  pass  midway  between  the  north-west  point 
of  St.  Tjawrence  and  the  south-oast  point  of  Cipe  Caoutkotski,  to  the  miridian  of 
172  west  longitude,  thence  from  ibe  intersectionof  that  meridian  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  ho  us  to  pass  midway  between  the  Island  of  Atton  and  the  Copper  Island  of 
the  Kormandorski  couplet  or  group  in  the  North  Pacific  Oooao,  to  the  meridian  of  179 
degrees  west  longitude,  so  as  to  include  in  the  territory  conveyed  the  whole  of  tho 
Aleutian  Islands  east  of  that  meridian.  So  far,  so  good.  In  July,  1370,  in  the  socoud 
session  of  the  forty -first  Congress,  an  Act  was  passed  entitled  "An  Act  to  preveofc 
the  oxtc;  raim-tion  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,"  in  which  the  number  of  seals  t^ 
be  killed  for  their  skins  was  limited  on  St.  Paul's  and  St.  Goorge's  Islands,  to  75,009 
per  annum  on  each  island,  with  power  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  farther 
limit  the  nuttber  if  necessary,  and  giving  that  oflGlQial  power  to  lease  for  rental  raoo.- 
tioned  in  the  Act,  to  proper  and  responsiblo  parties,  to  the  best  advantage  of  tho 
iCnited  States,  having  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Government,  the  native 
inhabitants,  the  parties  hitherto  engaged  in  trade,  and  the  protection  of  the  seal  fish- 
^rips,  for  a  term  of  twenty-five  years,  from  May,  1870,  he  right  to  engage  in  taking 
seals  on  the  Islands  of  St.  P^ul  and  St.  George.  Another  section  declares  that  any 
person  who  shall  kill  any  fur  seal  oneithor  of  said  isUnds,  or  in  the  waters  adjioaat 
thereto,  without  authority  from  the  leasees  thereof,  or  interfere  with  them  iu  the  laar- 
tfal  prosecution  of  their  duty,  ahull  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemoanor,    and  sliaU  far 
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«ach  offence,  upon  conviction,  be  puniehed,  and  all  their  vessels,  tackle,  apparel,  appar- 
tenances  and  cargo  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Slates.  In  the  month  following 
the  paHeage  of  this  Act,  that  if>,  in  August,  1810,  a  lease  called  the  Seal  Island  Loase^ 
was  executed  between  the  United  States  Government  and  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company-  a  corporation  established  in  California.  In  return  for  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege  of  taking  for  twenty  years  (with  certain  restrictions)  fur  seals  in  the  Islands  of 
8(v  Paul  and  St.  George,  the  lessees  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Government  an  annual  t-urck 
of  $55,000,  8'<2.62^  for  each  eeaX  skin  taken,  55  cents  for  each  gallon  of  seal  oil  sold^ 
and  to  annually  provide  the  natives  with  a  certain  quantity  of  provisions  and  fuel. 
The  months  of  June,  July,  September  and  October,  were,  moreover,  the  only  months 
during  which  the  capture  of  6?als  could  be  prosecuted.  Under  this  lease  or  conces- 
sion, this  company  has  perpetuated  its  monopoly  for  sixteen  years,  reaping  a  vast 
prcflt  therefrom.  Not  satisfied  with  the  prolific  source  of  its  supply  and  the  facilities 
afforded  it  for  engaging  in  the  business,  the  company  has  sought  and  practically  suc- 
ceeded in  controlling  the  seal  fur  market  by  its  aggressiveness  in  pretending  to 
construe  the  term  "  and  the  waters  adjacent  thereto,"  as  meaning  that  vast  sea  of 
waterH  included  in  the  limits  of  ceseion  named  in  the  Russo-American  Treaty  of  1867» 
la  this  interpretation,  it  has  received  the  unrelaxed  support  of  the  United  States 
Grovernment,  whose  interests  in  the  matter  are  identical  with  those  of  the  company  ;. 
and  here  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  royalty  paid  by  the  latter  furnishes  a  hand- 
some profit  upon  the  purchase  money  of  Alaska  Territory. 

One  or  two  American  revenue  cutters  are  always  cruising  in  the  Behrings  Sea 
and  thtit  portion  of  the  North  Pacific  to  the  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  ever  oa 
the  alert  to  prevent  any  vessc' i  but  those  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  from, 
capturing  seals  there.  Meeting  with  no  effestual  opposition  and  the  cost  of  litigation, 
precluding  any  chance  of  success  for  the  appellant,  the  Government  has  become  moro 
and  more  aggressive  until  finally,  changing  from  adefensive  to  an  offensive  supervision^ 
their  action  has  culminated  in  the  deliberate  seiz are  of  three  British  sealing  schooners 
upon — whatever  a  national  greed  may  declare  to  the  contrary— the  high  and  open 
seas — recognized  by  international  law  as  part  of  the  world's  great  highway— free  to 
the  commerce  of  all  conntrieFi,  and  a  natural  means  of  the  intercourse  of  all  nations. 
It  is  laid  down  as  one  of  the  first  principles  of  maritime  and  commercial  international 
law,  that  the  open  sea  or  main  ocean  is  like  the  atmosphere,  free  for  common  use  to- 
all  mankind,  and  cannot  be  appropriated  by  any  State  to  the  exclusion  of  theothefs. 
Bearing  in  mind  t  le  huge  improbability  of  the  act  of  the  revenue  cutter  not  being  in 
consonance  with  Governmental  orders,  what  do  we  find  ?  That  a  nation  disregarding^ 
on  one  coast  the  belt  of  the  sea  literal  which  constitutes  the  range  belonging  to  coast 
defences,  i^  actually  assuming  on  another  coast  supreme  maritime  jurisdiction  over  a 
waste  of  waters  comprising  half  of  the  northern  portion  of  a  vast  ocean .  In  tho 
«zerciBO  of  this  self-arrogated  authority  foreign  mercantile  vessels  are  forcibly  seized, 
and,  with  their  cargoe«i,  are  declared  confiscated ;  while,  with  an  unaccountable  magna- 
nimity, the  crews,  after  being  landed  at  an  American  port  many  hundreds  of  miles, 
distant  from  the  scone  of  their  capture,  are  allowed  to  go  at  large.  It  may  be  ad- 
vanced that  if  open  to  indiscriminate  capture  the  fur  seal  would  have  ere  this  be- 
came extinct  or  nearly  so.  But  though  this  has  been  the  case  with  the  seal  in 
i>oathorn  regions,  it  is  a  fact,  which  deplorable  as  it  may  be,  would  furn-sh  a  most 
^imsy  excuse  to  a  Government  whose  regulation  of  the  industry  in  Alaekan  waters 
is  prompted  not  by  philanthropy,  but  by  strictly  mercenary  considerations.  So  far 
baa  this  latter  disposition  earned  them  as  to  cause  them  to  become  responsible  for  an 
act  which  if  committed  by  a  vessel  privately  manned  and  owned,  would  bear  but  one 
interpretation.  As  it  is,  the  act  is  one  that  is  rash,  aggressive,  and  in  the  face  of 
what  is  known,  bitterly  unjust,  and  is  already  spoken  of  as  an  unworthy  means  of 
reprisal  for  tho  late  seizures  made  by  Canada  of  American  fishing  vessels  on  the 
Atlantic  coast.  The  sealing  schooners  when  seized  were  over  seventy  miles  from  any 
land,  and  how,  with  this  fact  before  them,  the  United  States  Government  can  attempt, 
with  any  show  of  reason,  to  justify  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  "  Corwin  " 
H  is  diflScnlt  to  imagine.    With  what  evidence  wo  have  at  hand,  the  seizures  and 
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detention  are  manifestly  illegal ;  and  representations  of  the  affair  throagh  the  proper 
ofiBicisi  channels,  have  already  been  forwarded  to  the  Home  Goverriment.  Britain  is 
not  belligerent;  the  strength  she  possesses — imparted  by  the  commerce  she  conducts 
in  every  qnarter  of  the  globe—she  does  not  misuse.  But  she  has  "grit"  and  accords 
jnstice;  and,  while  respecting  the  right  of  other  nations  to  traverse  the  high  seas- 
anmolestcd,  expects,  and  is  in  a  position  to  secure,  recognition  of  that  same  right  for 
herself. 

From  the  (Portland)  "  Oregonian",  United  States. 

THE  ALASKA  FRAUD. 

Seizure  of  British  schooners  in  Behrings  Sea. 

Nkwport,  August  20th . 

Editor  "  Oregonian."— The  seizure  of  the  British  vessels  in  the  waters  of  Alaska 
has  probably  raised  an  issue  and  will  result  in  settling  a  question  of  great  importance 
to  the  American  people,  and  especially  to  the  people  of  the  Pacific  coast. 

Of  all  the  blunders  or  frauds  committed  by  the  Republican  party  there  is  pro- 
bably none  more  palpable  or  positive,  yet  better  concealed,  than  the  acquisition  and 
disposition  of  Alaska.  And  it  seems  strange  that  our  people  could  rest  so  long  and 
BO  quietly  under  so  great  a  wrong  as  has  been  committed.  The  purchase  of  Alaska 
from  EuBsia  was  all  right.  It  was  a  good  investment,  and  reflects  credit  on  Secretary 
Seward  and  the  Administration  that  consummated  the  purchase.  But  the  disposition 
of  it  afterwards  was  all  wrong,  and  is  a  gross  injustice  to  the  American  people,  and 
is  a  piece  of  secret  history  that  may  never  bo  written. 

Let  ns  briefly  view  the  facts.  Alaska  was  bought  for  about  seven  million  dollars, 
and  paid  for  out  of  the  common  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  then  what  was 
done  ?  Was  it  thrown  open  to  settlement,  ^o  that  American  citizens  could  search  out 
its  hidden  wealth  and  develop  its  wonderful  resources  ?  No,  but  on  the  contrary  it 
was  closed  up  like  a  sealed  book  and  handed  over  to  the  care  and  custody  of  a  private 
owporation  to  draw  millions  from,  while  American  citizens  were  carefully  excluded 
or  hunted  like  pirates,  if  they  ventured  within  its  limits.  Of  course  it  is  claimed 
that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  merely  acquired  the  right  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  two  small  islands  of  "  St.  George  and  St.  Paul."  But  let  any  person 
attempt  to  fit  out  a  small  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  trading  or  hunting  in  Alaska,  and 
he  will  soon  discover  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  are  sovereigns,  and  reign 
supreme  over  all  the  broad  territory,  and  the  collectors  of^ustoms  and  all  the  revenue 
officers  of  the  Government  seem  to  be  their  servants,  and  stand  ready  to  do  their 
bidding.  I  said  the  rights  acquired  by  this  company  are  a  part  of  the  secret  history 
of  the  country;  how  they  obtained  this  valuable  franchise  may  never  be  known  to  the 
public  ;  but  it  is  claimod  by  many  that  it  was  simply  the  result  of  downright  bribery 
and  corrnption  from  General  Grant,  down  through  each  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. And  money  haw  been  poured  out  freely  to  obtain  and  maintain  their  ill  gotten 
rights.  But  it  would  take  too  much  of  your  valuable  space  to  discuss  all  that  is 
involved  in  this  part  of  the  question.  This  grasping  monopoly,  not  satisfied  with  the 
almost  exclusive  control  of  this  vast  domain,  containing  over  five  hundred  thousand 
square  miles,  now  assume  the  ownership  of  the  Behrings  Sea,  and  are  employing  their 
servants,  the  revenue  oflScials,  to  hunt  down  and  seize  the  little  hunting  vessels  that 
have  been  going  up  there  for  the  past  few  years  to  hunt  for  seals  in  the  open  sea. 
But,  fortunately  for  American  citizens,  they  have  probably  gone  a  step  too  far,  and 
by  seizing  the  British  vessels  the  question  of  this  company's  title  may  be  tested  and 
decided.  The  question  may  be  asked,  how  did  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
acquire  a  title  to  Behrings  Sea?  Perhaps  it  may  ha  answered,  from  the  United  States 
Government.  Well,  how  did  the  United  States  Government  obtain  the  title  ?  It 
may  be  answered  again,  from  Russia.  But  when  and  how  did  Russia  ever  obtain 
exclusive  control  of  this  vast  sea,  atd  by  what  right  did  she  convey  it  to  the  United 
States?  For  it  appears  that  in  the  conveyance  of  this  territory  by  Russia  to  the 
United  States  they  drew  the  dividing  or  boundary  line  down  thrdugh  the  centre  of 
Behrings  Straits,  acd  then  down  through  the  Aleutian  Islands  to  the  Meridian  HJl 
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degrees  west  longitude.  May  thoy  not  as  well  have  contiDued  the  line  soath  throagh 
the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  South  Pole,  and  thus  divi'ied  the  whole  Pacific  between  the 
United  States  and  Bassia.  I  say  it  is  fortunate  that  these  British  vessels  have  been 
seized,  because  by  this  means,  and  probably  only  by  such  means^  could  one  ever  hope 
for  a  Hatirifuctory  solution  of  this  question. 

It  would  be  a  hopeless  undertakirg  for  an  obscure  citizan  of  small  mean-i  to 
seek  redress,  either  throu^^h  our  courts  or  through  Congress,  for  wrongs  inflicted 
upon  him  by  this  soulless  and  overbearing  company.  The  ifnmen.se  profits  accruing 
to  the  company  from  their  franchise,  affords  them  the  means  to  head  off  legal 
redress  and  to  control  Congressmen  by  subsidizing  them. 

Oqco  in  a  while,  the  Government  sends  out  a  commissioner  to  examine  into  the 
company's  affairs,  to  see  if  they  kill  the  correct  number  of  seals,  etc.  When  he 
arrives  in  San  Francisco,  a  line  steamer  is  ready  to  receive  him  and  convey  him  to 
the  islands,  and,  being  80  nicely  treated  and  entertained,  he  could  hardly  fail  to  find 
everything  all  right. 

Then  be  returns  to  WdBhins;ton,  and  the  company  requires  the  servioe  of  an 
«gent  to  watch  Congress,  and  pee  that  no  unfavorable  legislation  is  enacted.  So  he 
gets  paid  by  the  Government  to  watch  the  company,  and  paid  by  the  company  to 
'watch  the  Government,  and  consequently  his  trip  is  a  very  pleasant  and  profitableone. 

Our  revenue  vessels  have  been  kept  cruising  in  the  Alaskan  waters  for  yean>, 
under  various  pretences,  but  their  real  business  is  to  watch  the  little  traders  and 
hunters  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company.  They  go 
there  to  prevent  trading,  and  they  become  traders  themselves.  This  has  oeen 
'brought  home  so  closely  to  the  Government  that  notice  had  to  be  taken  of  it  and  a 
check  placed  upon  it. 

But  I  must  really  beg  pardon  for  making  this  article  so  long.  The  only  point 
that  I  really  intended  to  cull  attantion  to  is  the  new  question  that  is  raised  by  the 
seizure  of  these  vessels.  Does  the  lease  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  give  them 
the  ezclasive  useof  Bahrings  Sea?  Will  England  admit  this?  I  think  not,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  she  will  not.  If  we  have  a  corporation  bo  powerful  that  our  Govern- 
ment cannot  control  it,  perhaps  England  may  help  us  out.  Humiliating  as  this  may 
«eem,  it  is  better  than  tho  present  state  of  affairs.  It  were  as  well  that  Alaska 
iiad  remained  Bussian  territory,  as  to  have  become  American  only  in  name.  By 
pabliuhing  this  and  getting  public  attention  directed  to  this  subject,  you  may  acoom- 

1>lish   great  good   and   coatribute  largely   to  prevent  a  renewal  of  this  infamous 
ease,  and  thus  break  up  an  overbearing  and  oppressive  monopoly. 

Bespectfully, 

J.  J.  WINANT. 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Daniel  Munroe,  Master  of  Schooner  "  Onward." 

Schooner  "  Onward,"  Port  Ilioluk, 

OuNALASKA,  7th  August,  1886. 
Charles  Spring,  Esq.,  Victoria. 

Devr  Sir,— On  the  2nd,  while  the  "Onward"  was  in  latitude  54°  62' N., 
longitude  167"  65'  W.,  aod  about  70  miles  from  the  nearest  land,  the  United  States 
revenue  cutter  " Corwin."  having  the  schooners  "Thornton"  and  "Carolina"  in 
tow,  boarded  us  and  sent  a  crew  on  board  and  towed  us  in  here,  where  we  are  lying 
at  present,  with  sails  bent  and  seals  on  board,  and  a  watchman  in  charge,  but  oan't 
£nd  out  what  thoy  intend  to  do  with  us,  so  I  can't  say  anything  more  about  it  at 
present. 

I  met  the  "  Favorite  "  on  the  28th.  Captain  McLean  was  on  board  of  us.  Wo 
gfive  him  508  skins  and  they  had  l,i290  they  took  themselves,  making  them  about 
1,800  total ;  and,  as  we  were  in  sight  of  each  other  until  the  night  of  the  let  iust«it» 
be  must  have  made  a  good  oatch,  for  we  have  400  skies  on  board  at  present  that  we 
took  in  four  days,  and  I  am  positive  his  crowd  could  take  twioe  that  number,  M 
Ixave  not  got  tho  best  oi  sealers. 
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I  believe  all  the  schooners  done  well,  and  I  trust  they  will  get  away  all  right. 
There  is  no  cutter  out  at  present,  as  there  is  only  two  of  them  up  here,  one  of  them 
up  in  the  Arctic,  and  the  other  that  brought  us  here  is  still  watching  us  here. 

We  nftay  find  out  to-day  how  they  are  going  to  dispose  of  us,  bat  I  am  in  hopes 
they  made  false  steps,  and  that  they  can  do  nothing  more  than  spoil  the  season. 

They  took  the  schooner  "  San  Diego  "  in  here  about  a  month  ago  and  took  the 
skins  ont  of  her,  and  unbent  her  sails  and  put  everything  ashore,  and  they  are  send- 
ing the  crew  to  San  Francisco  today  in  one  of  the  Fur  Company's  steamers.  "St. 
Paul." 

Later  on,  have  heard  nothing  more,  only  the  crews  of  the  "  Thornton  "  and  "  Car- 
olina "  are  going  to  San  Francisco  to-day  in  the  steamer  «'  St.  Paul,"  except  the  cap- 
tain and  one  man  of  each  vessel,  but  they  took  none  of  our  crew. 

There  are  rumors  afloat  that  the  three  schooners  are  to  be  laid  up  here  all  winter, 
and  that  we  are  to  be  taken  to  Sitka,  but  no  certainty.  I  wrote  you  this  morning  as 
the  boat  was  leaving  the  wharf,  thinking  that  she  was  going  away,  but  she  came  to 
anchor  in  the  roads^  and  I  don't  think  I  finished  it ;  I  was  afraid  of  being  late.  Wo 
sent  a  protest  on  board  the  cutter  against  the  action  of  the  authorities  in  seizing  the 
vessel  on  the  high  seas,  but  I  don't  know  if  it  will  amount  to  much ;  there  is  no  Notary 
Poblic  here  to  sign  it.  I  have  nothing  more  to  write  you.  Trusting  things  will  turn 
oat  better  than  we  expect,  I  remain,  &o,, 

DANL.  MUNEOB. 


Mr,  William  Munsie  to  the  Honorable  George  E.  Foster. 

ViCTOBiA,  B  C,  15th  November,  1886. 

DfeAB  Sib, — As  our  sealing  schooners  will  leave  Victoria  on  or  about  the  10th  of 
Dtoember,  for  the  sealing  expeditions  of  1887,  many  of  them  will  not  return  to  Vic- 
toria until  September,  or,  in  other  words,  not  until  the  Behrings  Sea  trip  is  completed. 
We  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  know  what  is  being  done  in  the  case  of  our  seized 
vessels,  and  whether  or  not  we  may  look  for  protection  against  what  we,  and  even  the 
American  press,  is  pleased  to  term  piracy.  We  have  no  occasion  to  interfere  with 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  rights  on  the  Priboloff  Islands,  nor  do  our  vessels 
come  anywhere  near  land.  The  fact  is  we  take  out  at  sea  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
miles,  what  the  Honorable  H»  Elliot,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  in  his  report 
of  1874,  on  the  Seal  Island,  calls  bachelor  seals,  or  those  not  required  on  breeding 
grounds,  to  which  report  I  would  be  pleased  to  draw  your  attention.  The  industry 
is  of  too  much  importance  to  Canada  to  allow  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to 
dictate  who  shall  and  who  shall  not  take  seals  on  the  high  or  Behrings  Sea. 

For  the  season  of  1886  there  was  brought  into  Victoria,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  Behrings  Sea,  and  shipped  therefrom  to  England  and  the  United  States,  50,000 
skins,  valued  at  about  $350,000.  Ii  is  evident  that  the  business  is  worth  protecting. 
Just  here  allow  me  to  contradict  a  statement  made  by  Special  Agent  Single  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department,  in  which  he  says  that  three-fourths  of  the  seals 
shot  in  the  water  sink  and  are  lost. 

From  the  experience  of  our  hunters  I  maintain  but  a  small  percentage  is  lost  in 
this  way,  probab^  not  over  one  in  fifty.  I  doubt  if  the  loss  is  as  great  as  that 
caused  by  the  rejection  of  skins  after  being  clubbed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany on  the  Islands,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  'the  tables  of  Eiiiot's  report* 
The  Americans  themselves  in  1824  repudiated  Eussia's  claim  to  the  Behrings  Sea, 
when  Eussia  seized  the  Boston  brig  "  Pearl "  for  whaling.  Two  years  later  Eussia 
had  to  give  the  vessel  up,  and  paid  damages. 

In  conclusion  I  may  say  that  the  seized  skins  are  liable  to  be  valueless  on 
aocount  of  neglect.;  Captain  Ogilvie's  body  has  been  discovered.  A  jury  was 
empuielled,  and  a  verdict  was  given  in  accordance  with  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Hoping  you  may  be  pleased  to  advise  us  in  this  matter  before  our  vessels  sail,  yoa. 
will  confer  a  great  fhvor  on  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MUNSIE,  Victoria,  B.  C. 
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Mr.  Stanhope  to  Lord  Lansdowne. 

Telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  on  the  Ist  December,  1836. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  has  made  a  protest  against  the  seizares  by  the  United 
"States  of  Canadian  schooners  in  Alaskan  waters.  An  aathontio  report  of  the  trial 
is  awaited  by  the  United  States  Government. 

SECRETARY  OP  STATES. 
To  the  Governor  General,  Ottawa. 

Lord  Lansdowne  to  Sir  L.  West. 

Ottawa,  9th  December,  18£6. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  the  Administrator's  despatches,  Nos.  16  and  16,  of  the 
28th  September  laat,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  yoar  information,  a  copy  of  a 
■despatch  which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Right  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  St«t»for 
the  Colonies,  transmitting  a  copy  of  an  approved  Report  of  a  Committee  of  my  Privy 
Council  dated  the  2i^th  ultimo,  dealing  with  the  seizaro  of  the  Canadian  schooners 
"  Carolina,"  "  Onward  "  and  "  'xnomton  "  by  the  United  States  revenue  catter 
"  Corwin,"  while  fishing  for  seals  in  Behrings  Sea. 

I  have,  &o., 

Minister  at  Washington.  LANSDOWNB. 

Sir  L.  West  to  the  Marquis  of  LansdownCi 

Washington,  12th  December,  1886. 
My  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Excellency's 
despatch,  No.  82,  of  the  9ui  instant,  enclosing  for  my  information,  copy  of  a  despatch 
and  of  its  enclosures  addressed  by  Your  Excellency  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  dealing  with  the  seizure  of  the  Canadian  schooners  "  Carolina,"  "  Onward" 
and  "Thornton"  b^  ^he  United  States  revenue  cutter  "Cot  win,"  while  fishing  for  seals 
in  Behrings  Sea. 

I  have,  &o., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLB  WEST. 
His  Excellency  the  Marquis  of  Lansdownk,  G.C.M.G. 

Mr.  Stanhope-to  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 

DowNiNQ  Strebt,  16th  December,  1886. 
My  Lord. — With  reference  to  my  telegram  of  the  Ist  instant,  respecting  the 
seizure  of  Canadian  sealing  schooners  in  Behrings  Sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
4o  you,  for  communication  to  your  Government,  copies  of  the  letters  noted  in  the 
margin,  with  their  enclosures,  which  have  been  received  from  the  Foreign  Office. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States  Government  are  awaiting  an  anthentio 
report  of  the  proceedings  in  question,  before  replying  to  the  representations  made 
to  them  by  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington. 

I  have,  &c., 

EDWARD  STANHOPE. 
"Governor  General,  the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Lansdownk,  G.C.M.G. 

The  Foreign  Office  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

FoESiQN  Offiob,  November  16th,  1886. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  the  letter  from  this  office  of  the  9th  instant,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  lavd 
before  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  copies  of  despatches  as  marked  in  the  margin,  from 
Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  relating  to  the  seizure  of  sealing  schooners 
in  Behrings  Sea. 

I  am,  fto., 


The  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office. 


T.  V.  LISTER. 
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Sir  L.  West  to  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh, 

Washington,  2l8t  October,  1886. 

My  Lord, — Upon  the  receipt  of  Your  Lordsbip's  despatch  No.  181,  of  the  9th 
ultioio,  I  immedihtely  addressed  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  accordance  with 
the  instractions  therein  cootained,  and  copy  of  which  ia  herewith  enclosed,  reqaestr 
ing  to  be  famished  with  any  particalars  which  the  United  States  Government  may 
possess  relative  to  the  seizure  of  certain  British  Colnn^^^ian  seal  schooners  by  the 
United  States  revenue  cruiser  "  Corwin,"  but  to  which  I  have  received  no  reply. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  Your  Lordship's  telegram.  No.  15,  of  yesterday's  date,  I  ad- 
dressed the  note,  copy  of  which  is  likewise  enclosed,  protesting  in  the  name  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  against  the  said  seizures,  and  reserving  rights  to  compensa- 
tion. 

I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE  WEST. 

{Enclosure  1.] 

Sir  L.  West  to  Mr.  Bayard, 

Warhinqton,  27th  September,  1866. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
received  a  telegram  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  forces  on  the 
Paci^c  Station,  respecting  the  alleged  seizure  of  three  British  Columbian  seal  schooners 
by  the  United  States  revenue  cruiser  "  Corwin,"  and  I  am,  in  consequence,  instructed 
to  requesc  to  be  furnished  with  any  particulars  which  the  United  States  Government 
aaay  possess  relative  to  this  ocourrenoe. 

I  have,  &o., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE  WEST. 

[  Enclosure  2.] 

Sir  L.  West  to  Mr.  Bayard. 

Washington,  21st  October,  1886. 
SiB^ — With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  27th  ultimo,  requesting  to  be  furnished 
with  any  particulars  which  the  United  States  Government  may  potsess  relative  to 
the  seizure  in  the  North  Pacitic  waters  of  three  British  Columbian  seal  schooners  by 
the  United  States  revenue  cruiser  "  Corwin,"  and  to  which  I  am  without  reply,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  now  instructed  by  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh, 
Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  protest  in  the 
name  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  against  such  seizure,  and  to  reserve  all  rights  to 
compensatioUi 

I  have,  &o., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE  WEST. 

Sir  L.  West  to  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh. 

Washington,  October  21st,  1886. 
Mt  Lord,— With  reference  lo  your  Lordship's  telegram,  No.  16,  of  this  day's  date, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  no  answer  has  as  yet  been  returned 
to  the  communication  which,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
Lordship's  despatch.  No.  181,  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
asking  to  be  furnished  with  any  particulars  which  the  United  States  Government 
may  possess  relative  to  the  seizures  of  British  vebsels  in  Behrings  Sea,  and  that  I 
have  at  present  no  knowledge  of  any  appeal  having  been  made  aa:ainst  the  decisions 
of  the  United  States  courts  condemning  the  parties  couoerned.  The  above  informa- 
.  tion  was  telegraphed  to  your  Lordship  this  day. 

I  have,  &o., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE  WEST. 
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The  Foreign  Office  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

FoEiiQN  Opfiob,  20th  November,  1886. 

Sib, — 1  am  direotcd  by  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh  to  request  that  yoa  will  state  to 
iCr.  Secretary  Stanhope  that  the  telegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  Canada, 
relating  to  the  seizure  of  British  schooners  in  Behrings  Sed.,  which  accompanied  your 
letter  of  the  14th  instant,  has  been  communicated  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at 
Washington . 

I  am  now  to  transmit  to  you  a  telegram  received  from  Sir  L.  West  in  reply,  and 
I  am  to  state  that  the  despatch  numbered  250,  to  which  he  alludes,  baa  not  yet  been 
received,  and  that  a  cnpy  of  it  shall  be  communicated,  for  Mr.  Stanhope's  informa- 
tion, immediately  on  its  arrival. 

I  am,  &c., 


The  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office. 


T.  V.  LISTER. 


Telegram  from  Sir  L.  West, 

19th  November,  1886. 
Your  Lordship's  telegram  No.  20.    See  my  despatch  No.  260.    Secretary  of  Stato- 
irill  reply  to  your  Lordship's  No.  214  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Foreign  Office  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

FoBEiQN  Ofmok,  26lh  November,  1886. 
SiB, — With  reference  to  the  letter  from  this  office  of  the  20th  instant,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid 
before  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  copies  of  two  desp'\tches,  as  marked  in  the  margin, 
from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  relating  to  the  seizure  of  fishing  vessola 
in  Alaskan  waters. 

I  am,  &c.. 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office.  T.  V.  LISTEB. 

Sir  L,  West  to  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh, 

Washington,  12th  November,  1886. 

Mt  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
despatch.  No.  214,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  the  schooners 
"Carolina,"  "Onward"  and  "Thornton,"  in  the  waters  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Ocean,  adjacent  to  Vancouver  Island,  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  and  Alaska,  and  which 
formed  the  subject  of  my  note  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  27th  September  last, 
to  which  no  reply  has  been  received. 

At  an  interview  which  I  bad  this  day  with  Mr.  Bayard,  I  alluded  to  my  note, 
asking  for  any  particulars  which  the  United  States  Government  might  possess 
respecting  the  seizures  in  question,  and  he  immediately  said  that  he  must  apologize 
for  not  having  replied  to  it,  but  he  had,  he  said,  as  yet  received  no  report  of  the 
procedure  of  the  courts  in  the  matter,  and  had,  for  this  reason,  delayed  his  answer. 

I  then  said  that  I  was  instructed  to  make  him  acquainted  with  the  information 
with  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  been  furnished  respecting  this  matter, 
And  that  I  had  received  a  despatch  to  this  effect  from  your  Lordship,  the  substance 
of  which  I  proceeded  to  give  him.  He  remarked  that  he  was  not  in  possession  of 
the  information  contained  in  your  Lordship's  despatch,  owing,  he  presumed,  to  tbo 
49ommuni cation  with  England  by  Vancouver  Island  being  quicker  than  that  with 
Washington  by  Portland  (Oregon) . 

In  fact,  he  said,  the  Territory  was  not  properly  organized.  He  had  not,  more- 
over, reached  the  exact  nature  of  the  rights  ceded  by  Bussia  to  the  United  States, 
but  it  seemed  clear  that  Eussia,  previous  to  the  cession,  contended  that  Behrings  Sea 
was  a  mer  femez,  whereupon  I  remarked,  "and  against  which  contention  the 
United  States  protestied."  "  Yes,"  he  replied,  "  at  that  time." 
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Mr.  Bayard's  raannor  wafl  most  conciliatory,  bnt  ho  evidently  wished  to  avoid 
further  discuHsion  on  the  contents  of  your  Lordship's  donputch,  of  which  he  asked 
me  for  a  copy,  which  I  placed  in  his  hands. 

I  have,  &o., 
The  Earl  of  iDDESLEion,  G.C.IJ.  L.  S.  SACKVILLE  WEST. 

air  L.  Wi  6l  to  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh. 

Washington,  14th  N«ivember,  188^. 
My  Lord, — With  reference  to  ray  despatch,  No.  234,  of  the  2\nt  ultimo,  1  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship,  herewi*^h,  copy  of  a  note  which  1  have  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  explaining  and  apologizing  for  the  delay  which  has 
occurred  in  replying  to  my  note  of  27th  September  last  asking  for  information 
respecting  the  seizure  by  the  United  Stuten  i  evenue  cutter  "  Corwin,"  in  the  Behrings 
Sea,  of  British  vessels,  and  notini^  the  prolost  on  the  part  of  Iter  M njesty's  Govern- 
ment against  such  seizures  contained  in  my  note  of  2lHt  ultimo,  co^y  of  which  was 
enclosed  in  my  above  mentioned  despatch. 

1  have,  &c.. 
The  Earl  ol  Iddesleigh,  &c.,  &c.,  &o.  L.  S,  WEST. 

JUr.  Bayard  to  Sir  L.  West. 

Department  op  State. 

Sir, — The  delay  in  my  reply  t  your  letters  of  September  2l8t  and  October  21st, 
apking  for  information  in  my  posnehsion  concerning  the  seizure  by  the  United  States 
revenue  cutter  "  Corwin,"  in  the  Bohrings  Sea,  of  British  voshoIh,  for  an  alleged  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  the  Unittid  States  in  relation  to  the  Alaska  seal  fisheries,  has 
been  caused  by  my  waiting  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  Department  the  informa- 
tion you  desired.  I  tender  the  fact  in  apology  for  the  delay  and  as  the  reason  for 
my  silence,  and  repeating  what  1  stud  verbally  to  you  in  our  conversation  this  morn- 
ing, I  am  still  awaiting  full  and  authentic  reports  of  the  judicial  trial  and  judgment 
in  the  cases  of  the  seizures  refon  ed  to. 

My  application  to  my  colleague,  the  Attorney  General,  to  procure  an  authentic 
report  of  these  proceedings,  was  promptly  made,  and  the  delay  in  furnishing  the 
report,  doubtless,  has  arisen  from  the  remoteness  of  the  place  of  trial. 

So  soon  as  1  am  able  I  will  convey  to  you  the  facts  as  ascertained  in  the  trial 
and  the  rulings  of  law  as  applied  by  the  court. 

I  take  leave  also  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the  21st  of  October, 
informing  me  that  you  had  been  instructed  by  the  Earl  ot  Iddesleigh,  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  protest  against  the  seizure  of  the 
vessels  above  referred  to  and  to  reserve  all  rights  of  corapeasation,  all  of  which  shall 
receive  respectful  consideration. 

I  have,  &c., 
Sir  L.  West,  &c.,  &c.  T.  F.  BAYAED. 

The  Foreign  Office  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

Foreign  Office,  29th  November,  1886. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  2bth  inst.,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  transmit  to  you,  to  bo  laid  before  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanhope,  copy  of  a  despatch  as  marked  in  the  margin  in  regard   to  the  seizure  of 
sealing  schooners  in  Behrings  Sea. 

I  am,  &o., 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office.  T.  V.  LISTER. 

Sir  L.  S.  West  to  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh. 

Washington,  19th  November,  1886. 
Mr  Lord,— Upon  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  telegram,  No.  10,  of  yesterday's 
date,  I  sought  an  interview  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  asked  him  whether  he 
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had  received  the  official  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  at  Sitka  (A-laska) 
against  the  British  vessels  seized  in  fiehrings  Sea.  Mr.  fiayard  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  said  that  he  had  been  urging  the  Attorney  General  in  the  matter  since  bo 
last  saw  me. 

It  would  be,  he  continued,  a  complicated  question  of  jurisdiction,  for  be  had  been 
told  that  many  of  the  sealskins  found  on  board  British  vessels  were  skins  of  Boalu 
which  had  not  been  shot,  but  clubbed,  which  proved  that  a  landing  had  been  effected. 

He  said  that  he  would  reply  to  your  Lordship's  despatch,  which  I  had  communi- 
cated to  him,  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c., 


ThiEABL  of  iDDBSLSir  a,  &c.,  &o.,  &o. 


L.  SACKVILLB  WEST. 


Colonial  Office  to  Lord  Lansdowne, 

DowNiNQ  Strut,  14th  January,  1887. 
My  Lord, — T  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  your  Government,  the  document  specified  in  the  annexed  schedule. 

I  have,  &c., 

BOBERT  G.  W.  HERBERT. 
Tre  Officer  Administering  the  Government  of  Canada. 

Date-  Description  of  docnment. 

13th  January,  1887.— Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office   respecting  the  em- 

ployment  of  the  United  States  ship  "  Thetis  "  iu  Alaskan 
waters. 

Foreign  Office  to  Colonial  Office. 

Foreign  OFPros,  13th  January,  1887. 
Sib,— I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  request  that 
yon  will  inform  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  that  Her  Majesty's  Minister 
at  Washington  has  reported  that  the  United  States  ship  "  Thetis  "  has  been  ordered 
to  join  the  Pacific  squadron,  and  will  be  employed  in  the  waters  of  Alaska. 

I  am,  &c., 


The  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office. 


P.  W.  CURBIE. 


Lord  Lansdowne  to  Mr.  Stanhope. 

Ottawa,  15th  January,  1887. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  respecting  the  seizure  of 
Canadian  sealing  schooners  in  Behrings  Sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in 
order  that  reparation  may  be  sought  from  the  United  States  Government,  a  copy  of 
an  approved  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Canada,  submitting 
papers  containing  full  statements  of  claims  for  damage  sustained,  and  compensation 
demanded  by  the  owners,  masters  and  mates  of  the  bchoooers  "  Onward."  "  Thorn- 
ton "  and  "  Carolina." 


Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Stanhopb, 
&o.,    &c.,    &c., 


I  have,  &c,, 

LANSDOWNE. 


Cbbtifikd  Copy  of  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable  the  Privy  Council  for 
Canada,  approved  by  Bis  Excellency  the  Governor  General  in  Council  on  the  3rd 
January,  1887. 

On  a  Report,  dated  27th  December,  1886,  from  the  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Fisheries,  submitting  papers  containing  fall  statements  of  claims  for  damage 
sustained,  and  compensation  demanded  by  the  owners,  masters  and  mates  of  the  seal- 
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ing  schooners  "  Onward,"  "  Thornton  "  and  "  Carolina/'  which  vessels  were  seized 
by  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  "Corwin,"  in  Bohrings  Sea,  in  August,  1886,  and 
concerning  which  fall  representations  have  been  made  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  despatches  bearing  date  respectively  the  23rd  and  24th  of  September,  and  the 
29th  of  November,  1886,  and  reoommondiug  that  copies  of  the  same  ba  transmitted 
to  the  Eight  Hon.  the  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in  order 
that  reparation  may  be  sought  from  the  United  States  Government  for  all  damages 
and  loss  to  British  subjects  consequent  upon  the  illegal  action  of  the  United  States 
officers  in  the  oases  referred  to. 

The  Committee,  concurring  in  the  above,  advise  that  Your  Excellency  be  moved 
to  transmit  copies  of  the  papers  accordingly. 

All  which  is  respeotfally  submitted  for  Tour  Excellency's  approval. 

JOHN  J.  MoGEE, 

Clerk  Frivy  Council,  Canada. 

The  Claim  o?  Daniel  Munbo,  Master  of  the  British  Schooner  "  Onward." 

I  claim  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  whom  it  may  concern, 
the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  (88,000.00)  for  loss  of  wages,  layout,  damages  and 
indemnity  for  illegal  seizure  of  the  schooner  "  Onward ''  by  the  commander  of  the 
United  States  steamer  "  Corwin,"  in  the  Behrings  Sea,  on  the  1st  August,  1886  (or 
thereabouts),  and  for  detention  and  subsequent  wrongful  imprisonment  in  gaol  at 
Sitka. 

DANIEL  MUNBOE, 

By  his  Atlorroy  in  fact, 

Edgar  Crow  Baker. 
Victoria,  B.C.,  20th  October,  188  >. 

The  Claim  of  Hans  GaiTORMSEN,  Master  of  the  British  Schooner 

**  Thornton." 

I  claim  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  whom  it  may  concern, 
the  sum  ef  eight  thousand  dollars  ($8,000.00)  for  loss  of  wages,  layout,  damages  and 
indemnity  for  illegal  seizure  of  the  schooner  "  Thornton  "  by  the  commander  of  the 
United  States  steamer  *'  Corwin,"  in  the  Behrings  Sea,  on  the  Ist  August,  1886,  and 
for  detention  and  subsequent  wrongful  imprisonment  in  gaol  at  Sitka. 

HANS  GUTTORMSEN, 

By  his  Attorney  in  fact, 

Edgar  Crow  Baker. 
Victoria,  B  C  ,  20th  Ootober,  1886. 

i  Damages  claimed  by  the  owner  of  schooner '"  Carolina  "  in  re' 
ppeot  of  her  seizure  by  the  United  States  S  S.  "Corwin  "  while 
fishing  in  Behrings  Sea. 

I,  Willam  Munsie,  of  Victoria,  B.C.,  owner  of  the  British  schooner  "Carolina," 
do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare : — 

1.  That  the  value  of  the  said  vessel,  at  the  time  of  her  seizure  by  the  United 
States  S.S.  "Corwin,"  was  84,000,  and  the  cost  of  her  outfit,  when  she  left  Victoria 
for  the  Behrings  Sea,  was  83,000. 

2.  That  she  carried  a  crew  of  eleven  men,  and  the  estimated  wages  due  to  the 
master  and  men  for  four  months  from  the  15th  day  of  May,  1886,  to  the  time  of  the 
return  of  the  said  men  to  Victoria,  is  84,500. 

3.  That  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the  "Corwin"  she  had  686  seal  skins, 
which  were  worth,  at  87  each,  $4,802. 

4.  That  the  probable  catch  for  the  seaaon,  estimated  on  the  number  of  skins 
taken  by  the  schooner  "  Mary  Ellen,"  which  was  3,554  skins,  and  by  the  number  of 
skins  taken  when  the  said  schooner  was  captured,  would  be  3,000  skins,  the  valoQ  qi 
which  would  be  $21,000. 
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5.  That  the  Iohs  Buatainod  by  mo  in  oonfloqaonce  of  tho  dotention  of  the  said 
Bohooner,  and  my  being  unable  to  employ  her  in  ordinary  work  at  'sr  the  Healing 
season  is  over,  is  8450  a  month,  which  sum  I  claim  until  tho  vesoel  is  returned  to 
me  in  good  order  and  condition. 

6.  That  I  have  also  paid  and  incurred  iiabilitie"  '  nnocted  with  the  arrest  of  the 
said  vessel  and  in  defence  of  the  master  and  crow, '     logal  and  other  expenseH,  91,000. 

And  I  make  this  nolemn  declaration  cont^oi'  .lously  believing  the  same  to  bo 
trne,  by  virtue  of  the  Act  parsed  in  tho  37th  ^  ^r  of  Her  Majosty'H  roign,  intituled : 
"  An  Act  for  the  suppression  of  voluntarr     ^a  extra  judicial  oaths." 

WILLIAM.  MUNSIE. 

Taken  and  declared,  before  me,  this  20th  October,  1886. 

M.  W.  TvawHiTT  Drakk,  Notary  Public,  Victoria,  B.O. 

r  Damages  claimed  by  the  owner  of  the  schooners  "  Onward  "  an** 
British  Columbia,  ^      "  Favorite,"  in   respect  of  their  seizure  by  the  United  States 
To  wit :         (_     S.S.  "  Corwin,"  while  fishing  in  Behrings  Sea. 

I,  Oharles  Spring,  of  Victoria,  B.  C,  owner  of  the  British  schooners  **  Onward  " 
and  "  Favorite,"  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  : — 

1.  That  the  value  of  tho  said  vensel  "Onward,"  at  the  time  of  her  seizure  by 
the  United  States  S.S.  "Corwin,"  was  $4,000.00,  and  the  cost  of  her  outfit  when  she 
left  Victoria  for  the  Behrings  Sea,  was  $1,000. 

2.  That  she  carried  a  crew  of  20  men,  and  the  estimated  wages  due  to  the  mastor 
and  men  for  four  months  from  the  12th  day  of  June  to  the  time  of  their  return  to 
Victoria,  is  87,600. 

3.  That  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the  "  Corwin  "  she  had  400  seal  skins, 
which  were  worth  82,800. 

4.  The  probable  catch  for  the  season,  estimated  on  the  number  of  skins  taken 
by  the  schooners  and  by  the  number  of  skins  taken  when  the  said  schooner  was  cap- 
tured, would  h>-)  ,3,000  skins,  the  value  of  which,  at  87  skin,  would  be  $21,000. 

5.  That  t'lc  igs  sustained  by  me,  in  consequence  of  the  detention  of  the  said 
schooner,  and  ni,v  being  unable  to  employ  her  in  ordinary  work  after  the  sealing 
season  is  ovo. ,  "s  8500  a  month,  which  sum  I  claim  until  the  vessel  is  returned  to  me 
in  good  order  and  condition. 

6.  That  I  have  also  paid  and  incurred  liabilities,  connected  with  the  arrest  of 
the  said  vessel  and  in  defence  of  the  mastor  and  crew,  for  legal  and  othor  expenses, 
81,000 ;  and  I  also  claim  $3,000  damages  because  tho  officer  in  command  of  the  United 
States  S.S.  "  Corwin,"  as  she  passed  the  "  Favorite,"  ordered  her  to  cease  sealing, 
which  phe  did,  and  thereby  lost  her  seascn. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
true,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  37th  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  intituled  i 
"  An  Act  for  the  suppression  of  voluntary  and  extra-judicial  oaths." 

C.  SPKING. 

Taken  and  declared,  before  me,  this  18th  October,  1886. 

M.  W.  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  Notary  Public^  Victoria,  B.C. 

f  Damages  claimed  by  the  owner  of  the  steam  vessel  **  Thornton  " 
British  Columbia, -<      for  illegal  seizure  by  the  United  States  S.S.  "Corwin,"  while 
To  wit :  (     fishing  in  Behrings  Sea. 

I,  James  Douglas  Warren,  of  Victoria,  B.C.,  owner  of  the  British  steam  vessel 
"  Thornton,"  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare : — 

1.  That  the  value  of  the  said  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  seizure  by  the  United 
States  S.S.  "Corwin,"  was  $6,000,  and  the  cost  of  her  outfit  when  she  left  Victoria  for 
the  Behrings  Sea,  was  $4,000. 

2.  That  she  carried  a  crew  of  fifteen  men,  and  the  estimated  wages  due  to  the 
master  and  men  'or  four  months  from  the  26th  day  of  May  to  the  Ist  day  of 
October,  the  date  of  their  return  to  Victoria,  which  I  have  to  pay,  is  $5,100. 
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3.  That  at  the  timo  of  hor  oaptnro  by  tho  "  Corwin  "  she  had  403  seal  Bkins, 
which,  at  $7  each,  were  worth  82,821. 

4.  That  tho  probtble  catch  for  the  Hoason  osti mated  on  the  number  of  Hkins 
taken  by  the  Hchoonei  "  ilary  Ellen,"  and  by  the  nambor  of  Hkins  taken  when  tho 
said  vesael  was  captured,  would  be  3,000,  of  the  value  of  8^1,000. 

6.  That  the  loss  sustained  by  me  in  conHoquonce  of  tho  detention  of  tho  said 
vessel,  and  by  being  unable  to  employ  her  in  ordinary  work  after  the  sealinp;  boason 
iH  over,  is  8500  a  month,  which  sum  £  claim  until  the  vohhoI  is  returned  to  me  in 
good  order  and  condition. 

6.  That  I  have  also  paid  and  incarred  liabilities  connected  with  tho  arro8t  of  the 
said  vessel  and  in  defence  of  the  master  aud  crew,  for  legal  and  other  expenses, 
$1,000. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
true,  by  virtue  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  37th  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  intituled  : 
"  An  Act  for  the  suppression  of  voluntary  and  extra-judioial  oaths." 

J.  D.  WARREN. 

Taken  and  declared  at  Victoria,  this  19th  day  of  October,  1881),  before  me, 
M.  W.  Ttbwiiitt  Drakb,  Notary  Public. 

Victoria,  B.C. 
T,  James  Blake,  mate  of  the  schooner  "  Carolina,"   claim  85,000  as  damages  for 
my  illegal  arro'^t  and  imprisonment  on  board  tho  "  Oorwin  "  and  in  guolat  Sitka  from 
Ist  of  August  Lo  16th  Septembbi,  1886. 

Witness,  M.  W.  Tykwhitt  Dbakb.  •  JAMES  BLAKE. 

Victoria,  B.C. 
I,  John  Margotich,  mate  of  the  schooner  "  Onward,"  '^laim  85,000   as  damages 
for  my  illegal  arrest  and  imprisonment  on  board  the  Uni toil  States  vessel  "  Corwin  " 
and  in  gaol  at  Sitka  from  the  23rd  August,  188r>,  to  29th  September,  in  the  same  year, 

JOHN  MARGOTICH, 
Witness,  M.  W.  Tyrwhitt  Drake.  By  C.  Spring,  his  Attorney. 

Victoria,  B.C.,  19th  October,  1°^" 
I,  Harry  Norman,  mate  of  the  steamer  "Thornton,"  claim  an  comper.    .i ion  for 
my  illegal  arrest  and  imprisonment  on  board  the  United  States  steamshi     '  Corwin," 
and  in  gaol  at  Sitka,  the  sum  of  $5,000. 

HARRY  NORMAN, 

By  J.  D.  Warren,  his  Atto*;:^v. 
Witness,  M,  W.  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  Victoria,  B.C. 

Victoria,  B  C,  19th  October,  1886. 
1,  James  Ogilvie,  master  of  the  schooner  "Carolina,"  claim  as  compensation  for 
my  arrest  and  imprisonment  on  board  the  United  States  steamship  "Corwin,"  and  in 
gaol  at  Sitka,  the  sum  of  $5,000. 

JAMES  OGILVIB, 
Witqess,  M.  W.  Tyrwhitt  Di.ake.  By  his  Attorney,  A.  J.  Becht't:. 

Abstract  or  Damagis8. 


Damages  as  per  Declaration. 


Valae  of  vessel  and  outfit 

Want's  of  crew 

Value  of  seaUkins  on  b^ard 

"/"alue  of  probable  catch 

Loss  sustained  by  detention.    Par.  6 

Legal  and  other  expenses 

Loss  sustained  bj  order  to  cease  sealing. 


Schr. 
"Onward." 


$5,000  00 
7,500  00 
2,>^00  00 

21,000  00 


1,000  00 


SS. 
"Thornton" 


$10,000  00 

6,100  00 

2,821  00 

21,000  00 


1,000  00 


Schr. 
"Carolina." 


$7,000  00 
4,600  00 
4,H02  00 

21,000  00 


Schr. 
"Favorite." 


1,000  00 


$3,000  00 
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For  iLtiOAL  Abribt  ahd  Iuprisokmknt. 

Daniel  Manroe,  master  of  "Oaward,"  for  indemnity  for  illegal  seizure, 

loss,  &c -  - $8,000  00 

John  Margotich,  mate  of  «« Onward" - 8,000  00 

Harry  Noroi an,  mate  ot  "Thornton" ..~". 6,000  00            , 

James  OKilvie,  master  of  "Oarolina  ' - 6,000  00 

James  Black,  mate  of  "  Carolina" „ 6,000  00 

Hans  Guitormsen,  master  of  «'  Thornton" 8,000  00 

Sir  H.  Holland  to  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 

Downing  Stebbt,  19th  January,  1887. 
Mt  Lord,— With  reference  to  your  despatch,  No.  281,  of  the  27th  of  November 
last,  and  to  previoas  correspondence  respecting  the  seizure  of  certain  Canadian 
schooners,  engaged  in  the  seal  fishery  in  Behrings  Sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  Your  Lordship's  Government,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Foreign  0£Sce,  with  its  enolosares  on  the  sabject. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  T.  HOLLAND. 

Go  7ernor  General,  the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Lansdownk, 
&c ,  &c.,  &c. 

Foreign  Office  to  Colonial  Office. 

FoEEiQN  Ofpiob,  10th  January,  188t. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  yonr  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  the  Earl 
of  Iddesleigh  to  transmit  to  yon,  to  be  laid  before  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  copies  of 
the  despatches  noted  in  the  margin,  which  have  been  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Washington,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  the  three  British  sealing  schooners 
in  Behrings  Sea,  by  the  United  States  cruiser  "  Corwin." 

I  am,  &c., 


The  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office. 


P.  W.  CUERIB. 


The  Earl  of  Iddesleigh  to  Sir  L.  West. 

FoBEiON  Opfiok,  8th  January,  1887. 

Sir, — Eeferring  to  previous  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  three 
Canadian  schooners  engaged  in  the  seal  fishery  in  Behrings  Sea,  I  transmit  to  you 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Colonial  Office,  explaining  the  views  o/  the 
Dominion  rrovernment  in  the  matter. 

Nearly  ibar  months  have  now  elapsed  since  my  despatch,  N'^  81,  of  tr^e  9th  of 
September  last,  was  addi^HBou  to  you,  in  which  you  were  Ui..oted  to  invite  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  furnish  you  with  any  particulars  they  might 
poasess  relative  to  the  occurrence,  and  further  instructions  were  sent  to  you  in  my 
subsequent  deHpatches,  Nob.  208,  209,  214.  and  232,  of  the  20th,  21st  and  30th  of 
October,  and  18th  of  November,  but  up  the  present  date  no  reply  has  been  received 
from  that  Government  as  to  the  alleged  proceedings  of  their  officials. 

I  have  now  to  instruct  you  to  express  to  Mr.  Bayard  the  concern  of  Her 
Mfljesty's  Government  at  receiving  no  reply  to  the  serious  roprosantations  which  thny 
have  felt  compelled  to  make  on  the  information  which  has  reached  them  respecting 
the  proceedings  of  the  United  States  cruiser  *'Oorwin,"  in  seizing  B.  itish  sealing 
schooners  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  urge  with  all  the  force  .'which  the  gravity  of  the 
case  requires  the  immediate  attention  of  the  United  States  Government  to  the  action 
of  the  American  authorities  in  their  treatment  of  these  veH8elH,  and  of  their  masters 
and  crews. 

'  I  am,  &c., 


The  Hon.  Sir  L.  West. 


kfi. 


IDDESLEIGH. 
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Copy  of  telegram  No.  1 — Earl  of  Iddesleigh  to  Sir  L,  West. 

Foreign  Office,  8th  January,  1887,  (J.J5  P.  M. 

Your  despatch,  No.  264. 

Further  papers  go  by  mail  of  8th. 

Express  to  Secretary  of  State,  concern  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  at  receiving 
no  reply  tj  their  grave  representation  respecting  proceedings  of  United  States 
cruiser  in  seizing  British  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 

Urge  his  immediate  attention  to  this  matter  with  all  the  force  which  the  gravity 
of  the  case  requires. 

Sir  R.  Holland  to  the  Marquis  of  Lansdoione. 

Downing  Street,  19th  January,  1887. 
My  Lord, — With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  respecting  ihe  seizure 
by  the  United  States  authorities  of  Canadian  sealing  schooners  in  Behrings  Sea,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  your  Government,  copies  of 
two  letters,  with  their  enclosures,  from  the  Foreign  Office,  on  the  suh^eot. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  T.  HOLLAND. 
Governor  General,  the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  G.C.M.G. 
&c.,  &c,,  &c. 

The  Foreign  Office  to  the  ColotM  Office. 

Foreign  Office,  6th  Docember,  1886. 

Sir, — I  laid  before  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh  your  letter  of  the  3()th  ultimo,  enclos- 
ing the  telegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  Canada  enquiring  whether  vessels 
which  are  now  equipping  in  British  Columbia  for  the  fisheries  in  Behrings  Sea  will  be 
exposed  to  seizure  by  United  States  cruisers. 

I  am  directed  by  His  Lordship  to  request  that  you  will  lay  before  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanhope  the  enclosed  copy  of  telegraphic  instructions  which  have  been  addressed 
to  Her  Mfijesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  directing  him  to  endeavor  to  obtain  from 
the  United  States  Government  an  assurance  that,  pending  a  settlement  of  the  question 
of  international  law  which  has  arisen,  no  more  seizures  will  be  made  beyond  the 
territorial  waters  of  Alaska. 

Mr,  Stanhope  will  observe  that  Sir  L.  West  is  desired  to  communicate  to  the 
Marquis  of  Lausdowne  the  result  of  his  application  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

I  am,  &c., 


The  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office. 


P.  W.  CURRIB. 


Telegram  to  Sir  L.  Wut,  No.  23. 

Foreign  Office,  6th  December,  1886,  .^.30  p.m. 
Vessels  equipping  in  British  Columbia  for  Behrings  Sea  fisheries,  Canadian 
Government  enquire  whether  exposed  to  seizure. 

Seek  assurance  that  pending  settlement  of  question  no  seizure  of  British  vessels 
will  be  made  beyond  the  territorial  waters  of  Alaska. 
Communicate  result  to  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

IDDESLEIGH. 

The  Foreign  Office  to  the  Colonial  Office. 

FoRiiGN  Office,  28th  December,  1886. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  l4th  instant,  and  to  previous  corres- 
pondence, I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  transmit  to 
you,  to  be  laid  before  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  the  Behrings  Sea  usberies. 

I  am,  &o.. 
The  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office.  P.  W.  CURRIB. 
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Sir  L,  hest  to  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh. 

Washington,  10th  December,  18-6. 

Mt  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  tele- 
gram No.  2i,  of  the  6lh  inst.,  and  to  enclose  to  you  herewith  copy  of  a  note  which  I 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  sense  of  it. 

This  morning  T  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bayard,  and  spoke  to  hira  on  the  sub- 
ject of  my  note.  He  said  that  he  was  still  waiting  for  the  report  of  the  Attorney 
General,  but  that  it  would,  of  course,  not  influence  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, nor  indeed  those  of  his  Department,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction  over 
Behrings  Sea,  ceded  by  Bussia  to  the  United  States  in  1867,  which,  he  said,  was  a 
complicated  question,  but  one  "which  would  b ,  met  in  all  fairness  by  the  United 
States  Government.  He  continued  to  ext)'f  tii  kr  "^<.  that  the  value  of  Alaska  consisted 
in  the  seal  fisheries,  that  the  seals  frequou  e--'  <»..■  ^  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 
George,  where  the  great  catoh  was  made,  ..;.■'.  t.iut  these  islands,  although  situated 
(as  he  stated)  more  than  i!00  miles  from  the  raftinland,  were,  he  conceived,  comprised 
in  the  jurisdiction  ceded  by  Russia,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  pronounce  upon  this  point 
at  }jresent.    He  would  observe,  however,  that  the  value  of  the  seal  **  rookeries  "  on 


these  islands  would  be  destroyed  if  it  was  opened  to  all  vessels  to  kill  seals  outside 
the  three-mile  limit,  for  no  seals  would  ever  reach  them.  I  did  not  discuss  this 
question  with  Mr.  Bayard,  and  merely  reminded  him  that  I  hoped  that  he  would 
answer  the  communication  I  had  made  to  him,  and  which  was  the  object  oi  my  visit. 

I  have,  &c., 

L,  S.  SACKVILLE  WE=5T. 
The  Earl  op  Iddesleiqh, 


Slg.. 


&0., 


&0. 


Sir  L.  West  to  Mr.  T.  F.  £aya'>d. 


Washinp  n,  Vtii  December,  1886. 
Sir, — Referring  to  your  note  of  the  12th  ultimo  ui  '>*-  Hubject  of  the  seizure  of 
British  vesfels  in  the  Behrings  Sea,  and  proraisi'  ^  o  coxivey  to  me,  as  soon  as 
possible,  the  facts  as  ascertained  in  the  trial  and  the  ru;;'  r^b  o?  law,  as  applied  by 
the  court,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  vessels  are  nc  ',  B'  usual,  equipping  in 
British  Columbia  for  fi*<hing in  that  sea.  The  Canadian  <'^.<irnment,  therefore,  in 
the  absence  of  information,  are  desirous  of  ascertaining  •^.nether  such  vessels  fishing 
in  the  open  seas  and  beyond  the  territorial  waters  Ji  Alaska  would  be  exposed  to 
seizure,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government,  at  the  same  time,  would  be  glad  if  some 
assurance  could  be  given  that,  pending  the  settlement  of  the  question,  no  such 
seizures  of  British  vessels  will  be  made  in  Behrings  Sea, 

I  have,  &c., 


The  Hon.  T.  F.  Bayard,  &c.,  &c.,  &o. 


Tj,  3.  SACKVILLE  WEST. 


Sir  L.  West  to  Lord  Lan.j  wne. 

Bfi  Alaska  Seizures. 

4th  February,  1887. 
To  Governor  General.  >  )ttuwa. 

Secretary  of  Slav  :>  has  i"io:^mei  me  that  orders  have  been  given  that  all  pending 
proceedings  are  to  be  discontinued,  vessels  seized  discharged,  and  ail  persons  who 
have  been  arrested  in  connection  therewith  released.  He  adds  that  the  conclusion 
of  any  questions  involved  is  reserved,  until  the  papers  relative  to  the  question  have 
arrived. 

WEST. 

Sir  L.  Wast  to  tfie  Marquis  of  Lansdoume. 

WAbHiNQTON,  4th  February,  1887. 
J?!*..' Lord,— With  reference  to  my  telegram  of  this  day's  date  respecting  the 
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eeiaure  of  British  v&ssels  in  Bahrings  Sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  oncloso  to  Your  Excel- 
lency herewith  copy  of  the  note  which  I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  the 
substance  of  which  was  therein  embodied. 

I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SAOKVILLE  WEST. 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdownb,  G.C.M!  G.,  &o.,  &o.,  &c. 

Mr.  Bayard  to  Sir  L.  West. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  3rd  February,  1887. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  received  to  day. 

Upon  its  receipt  I  made  instant  application  to  my  colleague,  the  Attorney- 
General,  in  relation  to  the  record  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  cases  of  the  three 
British  vessel^  arrested  in  August  last  in  Behrings  Sea  for  violation  of  the 
United  States  laws  regulating  the  Alaskan  seal  fisheries. 

I  am  informed  that  the  documents  in  question  loft  Sitka  on  the  26th  of  January, 
and  may  be  expected  to  arrive  at  Port  Townsond,  in  Washington  Territory,  about 
the  7th  instant,  so  that  the  papers,  in  the  usual  course  of  mail,  should  be  received  by 
me  within  a  fortnight. 

In  this  connection  I  take  occasion  to  inform  you  that,  without  conclusion  at  this 
time  of  any  questions  which  may  be  found  to  be  involved  in  these  cases  of  seizure, 
orders  have  be?n  issued  by  the  President's  direction  for  the  discontinuance  of  all 
pending  proceedings,  the  discharge  of  the  vessels  referred  to,  and  the  release  of  all 
persons  under  arrest  in  connection  therewith.  I  have,  &6., 

T.  P.  BAYAED 

Sir  JK  Holland  to  the  Marquis  of  Lamdowne. 

Downing  Street,  5th  February,  1887. 
Mt  Lord, — With  reference  to  my  secret  despatch  of  the  19th  ultimo,  and  to 
previous  correspondence  respecting  the  seizure  of  Canadian  sealing  schooners  in 
Behrings  Sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to  your 
Ministers,  copies  of  two  letters,  with  their  enclosures,  from  the  Foreign  Office,  on 
the  subject. 

I  have,  &o., 

H.  T.  HOLLAND, 
Governor  General,  the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  G.O.M.G.,  &o.,&o.,&o. 

Foreign  Office  to  Colonial  Office, 

•  Foreign  Offiok,  27th  January,  1887. 

SiE, — With  reference  to  previous  correspondence,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  transmit  to  you  to  be  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  Henry 
Holland,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majority's  Minister  at  Washington,  on  tho 
subject  of  the  seizure  of  British  sealing  vessels  in  Behrings  Sea. 

I  am,  &o., 

P.  W.  CUBRIB. 
The  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office. 

Sir  L.  West  to  the  Foreign  Office. 

Washington,  I3th  January,  1887. 
My  Lord, — With  reference  to  my  despatch  No.  7,  of  the  7th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  hoiewith  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  my  communication,  expressing  the  concern 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  at  roceivring  no  reply  to  their  representations  respecting 
the  seixarea  of  British  vessels  in  Behrings  Sea. 

I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SAOKVILLE  WEST. 
The  Seoretan;  of  State,  Foreign  Affairs. 
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Mr.  Bayard  to  Sir  L.  S.  West. 

Dbpautment  op  Statk,  Washington,  12th  January,  1887. 

Sib,— Your  note  of  the  9th  iretant  was  received  by  mo  on  the  next  day,  and  I 
regret  exceedingly  that,  although  my  efforts  have  been  diligently  made  to  procure 
from  Alaska  ♦'.o  authenticated  copies  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  oases  of  the 
British  vesp  ,is  ''  Carolina,"  "  Onward  "  and  "  Thornton,"  to  which  you  refer,  I  should 
not  have  been  able  to  obtain  them  in  time  to  have  made  the  urgent  and  renewed 
application  of  the  Earl  of  Iddeeleigh  superfluous.  The  pressing  nature  of  your  note 
constrains  me  to  inform  you  that  on  27th  September  last,  when  I  received  my  first 
tUtimation  from  you  that  any  question  was  jjoesible  as  to  the  validity  of  the  judicial 
proceedings  referred  to,  I  lost  no  time  in  requesting  my  colleague,  the  Attorney 
General,  in  whoso  department  the  cases  were,  to  procure  for  me  such  authentic 
information  as  would  enable  mo  to  make  full  rewponse  to  your  application. 

From  week  to  week  1  have  been  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  papers,  and  to-day, 
at  my  request,  the  Attorney  General  has  telegraphed  t<^  Portland  in  Oregon,  the 
nearest  telegraph  station  to  Sitka  in  Alaska,  in  order  to  expedite  the  furnishing  of 
the  desired  papers. 

You  will  understand  that  ray  wish  to  meet  the  questions  involved  in  the  instruc- 
tions you  have  received  from  your  Government  is  averred,  and  that  the  delay  has 
been  enforced  by  the  sbnence  of  requisite  information  as  to  the  facts. 

The  distance  of  the  vessels  irom  any  land,  or  the  circumstances  attendant  upon 
their  seizure,  are  unknown  to  me  save  by  the  btatements  in  your  last  note,  and  it  is 
essential  that  such  facts  should  be  devoid  of  all  uncertainty. 

Of  whatever  information  may  be  in  the  jjoseet^sion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
I  have,  of  course,  no  knowledge  or  means  of  knowledge,  but  this  Department  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Statss  has  not  yet  been  placed  in  possession  of  that 
accurate  information  which  would  justify  its  decision  in  a  question  which  you  are 
certainly  warranted  in  considering  to  be  of  grave  importance.  I  shall  diligently 
endeavor  to  procure  the  best  evidence  possible  of  the  matters  enquired  of,  and 
will  make  due  response  thereupon  when  the  opportunity  of  decision  is  affbrded  to  me. 

You  require  no  assurance  that  no  avoidance  of  our  international  obligations  need 
be  apprehended*  ' 

I  have,  &o., 

Sir  L.  West,  K.C.M.G.  T.  P.  BAYARD. 

Foreign  Office  to  Colonial  Office. 

FoRBiQN  Office,  29th  January,  1887. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  previous  correspondence,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affiairs,  to  transmit  to  you  to  be  laid  before  Secretary,  Sir  Henry 
Holland,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  as  marked  in  the  margin,  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister 
at  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  his  representations  to  the  (Jnited  States  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  seizure  of  British  vcsbcIs  in  Behrings  Sea. 

I  am,  &c.. 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office.  P.  W.  OURRIB. 


States 


(Confidential.) 

Further  correspondence  respecting  the  seizure  of  Canadian  schooners  by  the  United 
Revenue  Cutter  *'  Corwin." 

No.  1. 

Sir  L.  West  to  the  Earl  c^  IddesUigh, 

Washington,  10th  January,  1887. 

My  Lord, — I   have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Lordship's 

telegram.  No.  1,  of  the  8th  instant,  and  to  enclose  to  Your  Lordship  herewith,  copy 

of  a  note  which  I  immediately  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  referring  to  my 

notes  of  the  27th  September,  2lBt  October,  and  7tii  December  last,  and   to  Your 
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Lordship's  despatch,  No.  214,  of  the  30th  October,  copy  of  which,  as  reported  in 
my  despatch  No.  250,  of  the  12th  November,  I  placed  in  his  hands,  and  expressing 
the  sense  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  viewed  his  silence  with  regard  to  the 
oommanications  which  had  been  made  to  him  respecting  the  seizui  e  of  firitish  vessels 
in  Behrings   Sea. 

I  have,  &Ci, 

L.  S.  SAOKVILLB  WKST. 
lEnelosure  No.  1] 
Sir  L.  West  to  Mr.  Bayard. 

Washinoton,  January  9,  1887. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  instructions  from  the 
Earl  cf  Iddesleigh,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
again  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  grave  representations  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment respecting  the  seizure  of  the  British  vessels  "  Carolina,"  "  Onward,"  and 
"  Thornton,"  in  Behrings  Sea,  by  the  United  States  cruiser  *'  Corwin,"  to  which  no 
reply  has  as  yet  been  returned. 

On  the  27th  September  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  a  note,  in  which  I 
stated  that  Her  Majesty's  Governmerit  requested  to  be  furnished  with  any  particulars 
which  the  United  States  Government  might  posseBS  relative  to  this  occurrence. 

On  the  21st  October  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  was  instructed  by 
the  Earl  of  Iddosleigh  to  protest,  in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  against 
such  seizures,  and  to  reserve  all  rights  to  compensation. 

In  a  note,  dated  the  12th  November  last,  you  were  good  enough  to  explain  the 
delay  which  had  occurred  in  answering  these  communications,  and,  on  the  same  day,I 
had  the  honor  to  com.municate  to  you  a  despatch  from  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh,  a  copy 
of  which,  at  your  request,  I  placed  in  your  liands. 

On  the  7th  ultimo  I  again  had  the  honor  to  address  j'ou,  stating  that  vessels 
were  equipping  in  British  Columbia  for  fishing  in  Behrings  Sea,  and  that  the  Cana- 
dian Government  were  desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  such  vessels,  fishing  in  the 
open  sea,  and  beyond  the  territorial  waters  of  Alaska,  would  be  exposed  to  seizure, 
and  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  be  glad  if  some  assurance  could  be  given 
that,  pending  the  settlement  of  the  questions,  no  such  seizures  of  British  vessels 
would  be  mp,de  in  Behrings  Sea. 

The  vessels  in  question  were  eei«ed  at  a  distance  of  more  than  60  miles  from  the 
nearest  land  at  the  time  of  their  seizure.  The  master  of  the  "Thornton  "  was  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  $600,  and  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  masters  of  tbe  ''  Onward  "  and  "  Carolina  "  have  been  sentenced 
to  similar  penalties. 

In  support  of  this  claim  to  jurisdiction  over  a  stretch  of  sea  extending  in  its 
widest  part  some  600  or  700  miles  from  the  mainland,  advanced  by  the  judge  in  his 
charge  to  the  jury,  the  authorities  are  alleged  to  have  interfered  with  the  peaceable 
and  lawful  occupation  of  Canadian  citizens  on  the  high  seas,  to  have  taken  possession 
of  their  ships,  to  have  subjected  their  property  to  forfeiture,  and  to  have  visited  upon 
their  persons  the  indignity  of  imprisonment.  Such  proceedings,  therefore,  if  cor- 
rectly reported,  would  appear  to  have  been  in  violation  of  the  admitted  principle  of 
international  law.  Under  these  circumstances,  Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not 
hesitate  to  express  their  concert  ^t  not  having  received  any  reply  to  their  represen- 
tations, nor  do  they  wish  to  conceal  the  grave  nature  which  the  case  has  thus  assumed, 
and  to  which  I  am  now  instructed  to  call  your  immediate  and  most  serious  attention. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  allude  further  to  the  information  with  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  been  furnished  respecting  these  seizures  of  British  vessels 
in  the  open  seas,  and  which,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
United  States  Government,  because  Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not  doubt  that  if, 
on  enquiry,  it  should  prove  to  be  correct,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will, 
with  their  well-known  sense  of  justice,  admit  the  illegality  of   the  proceedinga 
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resorted  to  against  the  British  "-soU  and  the  British  subjects  above  mentioned,  and 
will  cause  reasonable  reparation  .«  oe  u...-e  for  the  wrongs  to  which  they  have  been 
Bubiected,  and  for  the  losses  which  they  have  sustained.  ,„,,  xr 

mc'ln  conclusioih  I  have  the  honor  again  to  refer  to  your  note  of  the  12th  Novem- 
ber  last,  and  to  what  you  said  verbally  to  me  on  the  same  day,  and  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  cause  of  the  delay  complained  of  in  answering  the  representations  ot 
Her  Majesty's  Government  on  this  grave  and  important  matter,  may  be  speedily 

removed.  , .         . 

I  havoi  «c., 

L.  S.  SAOKVILLB  WEST. 
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ADDENDA. 


The  Governor  General  to  Sir  H.  HoUand, 

Toronto,  2l8t  May,  1887. 

Sib, — ^With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure 
of  Canadian  sealing  schooners  in  Behrings  Sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith 
a  copy  of  an  approved  Minute  of  the  Privy  (jouncil,  oonourriDg  in  a  report  of  my 
Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  and  recommending  that  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  be  culled  to  the  grave  injustice  done  by  the  TJnitad  States 
authorities  to  British  subjects  peaceably  pursuing  their  lawful  occupations  on  the 
high  seas,  to  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  enquiring  into  and  redressing 
wrongs  committed,  to  the  severe,  inhospitable  and  unjustifiable  treatment  of  the 
officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  seized,  and  to  the  serious  loss  inflicted  upon  owners 
of  the  same,  in  order  that  full  and  speedy  reparation  may  he  made  by  the  United 
States  Government. 


I  have,  &c., 


The  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Hsnrt  Holland, 
&c.,        &c.,        &c. 


LANSDOWNB. 


Cbrtipibd  Copy  of  a  Beport  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable  the  Privy  Council,  approved 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  in  Council  on  the  \6th  May,  1887. 

On  a  report,  dated  9th  May,  1887,  from  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries, 
submitting  the  following  risume  of  facts  with  reference  to  the  Canadian  sealing 
schooners  "Carolina,"  "Onward'  and  "Thornton,"  seized  by  the  Onited  States 
revenue  cutter  "Oorwin  "  in  Behrings  Sea,  in  the  year  1886. 

The  above-named  vessels  fitted  out  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  for  weal  hunt- 
ing in  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  adjacent  to  Queen  Victoria  Islands,  Queen 
Oharlotte  Islands  and  Alaska. 

At  the  time  of  seiiure  ( 1st  and  2nd  August,  1886)  they  were  at  a  distance  of 
more  than  60  miles  from  the  nearest  land.  They  were  taken  possession  of  by  the 
United  States  cutter  and  towed  to  the  Port  of  Oonalaska,  where  they  were  detained. 

The  crews  of  the  "  Carolina"  and  "Thornton,"  with  the  exception  of  the  captain 
and  one  man  detained  at  Oonalaska,  were  sent  by  steamer  to  San  Francisco  and  there 
turned  adrift,  while  the  crew  of  the  "  Onward  "  was  kept  at  Oonalaska. 

At  the  time  of  the  seizure,  the  "  Carolina  "  had  on  board  686  seal  skins,  the 
"  Onward  "  900,  and  the  "  Thornton  "  404.  These,  as  well  as  the  schooners,  are,  so 
far  as  the  Minister  is  aware,  still  at  Oonalaska  in  possession  of  the  United  States 
authorities. 

The  master  and  mate  of  the  "  Thornton  "  were  brought  for  trial  before  Judge 
Dawson,  in  the  United  States  District  Court,  at  Sitka,  on  the  30th  August,  1886. 
The  evidence  given  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  went  to  sho^ 
that  this  vessel  was  seized  for  the  oflfence  of  taking  seals  in  that  portion  of  Behnng* 
Sea  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Russia  in  1867;  being  then  at  u  distance  of  from 
60  to  70  miles  from  St.  George  Island. 

The  Judge  charged  the  jury  to  tne  eflfeot  that,  if  they  believed  the  defendants  to 
have  been  sealing  in  the  Behrings  Sea  east  of  the  I93rd  degree  of  longitude  west,  they 
should  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty  and  assess  separate  fines  or  imprisonment.  Tha 
jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guilty. 

The  master  of  the  "  Thornton  "  was  sentenced  to  30  days'  imprisonment  and 
to  pay  a  fine  of  $500,  and  the  mate  to  30  days'  imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  $300. 
The  masters  and  mates  of  the  "  Onward  "  and  "  Carolina  "  were  mulcted  in  similar 
penalties. 
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On  the  23rd  and  24th  September,  1886,  Orders  in  Council  were  approved  by  Hia 
Excellency  the  Governor  General,  setting  forth  the  above  iacts  and  representing  the 
injustice  to  which  Canadian  citizens  engaged  in  a  peaceable  and  lawful  occupation  on 
the  high  seas,  had  been  subjected,  in  spite  of  admitted  principles  of  international 
law,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the  United  States  contention  of  what  constitutts 
common  waters  on  the  Atlantic  coasts,  and  copies  thereof  were  fowarded  to  Her 
Majesty's  Goverament,  with  a  request  that  immediate  reparation  be  demanded  from 
the  United  States  Government. 

On  the  12th  November,  1886,  Mr.  Bayard  informed  Sir  L.  West  that  ho  was 
awaiting  full  and  authentic  reports  of  the  trial  and  judgment  in  the  cases  of  these 
seizures,  before  further  discussing  the  matter. 

On  the  8th  January,  1887,  the  Earl  of  Iddesloigh  addressed  Sir  L.  West,  depre- 
oating  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  in  securing  these  particulars,  calling  upon 
him  to  urge,  with  all  the  force  which  the  gravity  of  the  cases  demanded,  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  the  United  States  Government  to  the  action  of  the  American 
authorities  in  this  treatment  of  these  vessels,  mutes  and  crews,  and  directing  him  to 
seek  asBuranco  that,  pending  a  settlement  of  the  question,  no  seizures  of  British  ves- 
sels would  be  made  beyond  th^  territorial  waters  of  Alaska. 

On  the  9tb  January,  1887,  Sir  L.  West  wrote  to  Mr.  Bayard,  reviewing  the 
whole  case,  and  urging  immediate  action.  On  the  12th  of  the  same  month  Mr. 
Bayard  replied,  explaining  the  reasons  of  the  delay,  and  stating  that  every  possible 
despatch  had  been  made  in  order  to  procure  the  necessary  papers. 

On  the  3rd  February,  Mr.  Bayard  informed  Sir  L.  West  that  the  documents 
relative  to  those  seizures  left  Sitka  on  the  26th  January,  and  might  bo  expected  to 
reach  him  within  a  fortnight.  In  the  meantime  he  informed  the  British  Minister 
that  orders  had  been  issued  for  the  discontinuance  of  all  ponding  proceedings,  the 
discharge  of  ^be  ve&sels  t:nd  the  release  of  all  persons  under  arrest  in  connection  with 
these  seizures,  and  that  the  conclusion  of  any  questions  involved  must  be  reserved 
until  the  papers  relating  thereto  had  arrived. 

On  the  4th  February  Sir  L.  West  communicated  the  above  information  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  General. 

The  Minister  furthei"  states  that  from  information  recoived  from  the  owners  of 
the  seized  vessels  and  from  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Victoria,  B.  C,  he  learns  that 
James  Ogilvic,  an  old  man  and  master  of  the  "  Carolina,"  was  arrested  along  with  the 
masters  and  mates  of  the  "Onwaid"  and  "  Thornton  "  and  brought  into  court  for 
trial,  but  that  before  sentence  was  pronounced  he  was  suflered  to  wander  away  into 
the  woods,  where  ho  died  from  want  and  exposure  ;  that  the  other  masters  and  mates, 
after  remaining  seveial  months  in  prison,  were  released  by  order  of  the  Governor  of 
Alaska  and  turned  adrift,  literally  destitute,  to  find  their  way  as  best  they  could  to 
their  homes  1,500  miles  distant,  and  which  could  be  reached  only  by  along  and  costly 
sea  voyage  ;  that  the  owners  of  the  condemned  vessels  have  received  no  intimation 
from  the  United  Siates  authorities  of  the  release  of  their  vessels,  or  the  restoration 
of  the  valuable  cargoes  of  seal  skins  and  equipments  on  board,  and  that  they  have  no 
information  as  to  the  condition  in  which  their  property  in  at  the  present  time. 

The  owners  are  thus  left  in  complete  uncertainty  as  to  when  or  where  their  pro- 
perty is  to  be  restored,  and  anticipate  serious  damage,  if  not  total  loss,  to  their 
vessels  from  the  tremendous  gales  which  during  the  past  winter  have  swept  the  north 
Pacific  coasts.  They  also  slate  that,  knowing  well,  as  they  do,  the  character  of  the 
Indians  in  that  vicinity,  and  apprehending  that  no  very  vigilant  watch  has  been  kept 
over  their  propeity,  they  fear  that  everything  movable  will  have  been  carried  away. 
If  they  are  compelled  to  receive  the  vessels  at  Oonalaska  where  they  have  been 
detained,  it  will  necessitate  the  chartr,  v,g  of  a  steamer,  with  men  and  supplies,  at 
great  expcnee,  and  a  round  voyage  oi  fcumo  three  thousand  miles  in  oidei'to  bring 
uiem  to  Victoria. 

The  consequent  damage  and  loss  to  vessels  and  cargoes  through  detention,  aud 
the  heavy  cost  which  will  he  entailed  in  bringing  them  to  the  home  port,  the  owners 
consider  good  ground  for  claiming  consideration  from  the  United  States  authorities 
when  the  question  of  reparation  is  being  settled. 
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The  Committee  concurring  in  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Minister  of  Marino  and 
Fisheries,  advise  that  Your  Excellency  be  moved  to  call  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  again  to  the  grave  injustice  done  by  the  United  States  authorities  to 
British  subjects  peaceably  pursuing  their  lawful  occupation  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  the 
great  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  enquiring  into  and  redropsing  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted, to  the  severe,  inhospitable  and  unjustifiable  treatment  of  the  officers  and  crows 
of  the  vessels  seized,  and  to  the  serious  loss  inflicted  upon  owners  of  the  same,  in  order 
that  full  and  speedy  reparation  may  be  made  by  the  United  States  Government. 

All  -which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  Your  Excellency's  approval. 

JOHN  J.  MoGEB, 

Clerk  Privy  Council. 

CuiTOM  Hou«B,  Victoria,  SSvd  April,  1887. 

Sib, — In  repl^  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  beg  to  state  that  none  of  the 
masters  or  mates  of  the  vessels  seized  in  Behrings  Sea,  in  August  last,  remain  now  in 
imprisonment.  When  the  vessels  were  condemned,  the  Judge,  Mr.  Dawson,  sen- 
tenced masters  and  mates  to  fines  which  were  never  paid,  and  to  different  terms  of 
imprisonment.  Ogilvie,  master  of  the  "  Carolina,"  an  old  man,  was  arrested  and 
brought  into  court,  but  before  the  sentence  was  pronounced  he  wandered  away  into 
the  woods  and  died  there.  The  others,  after  serving  a  time  in  prison,  were  released 
by  an  Order  of  the  Governor,  and  turned  loose,  literally  destitute,  to  find  their  way 
home  in  any  way  they  could.  The  vessels  themselves,  "  Carolina,"  "  Onward  "  and 
"  Thornton,"  are  now,  as  far  as  we  know,  in  Oonalaska,  but  unless  they  have  been 
properly  taken  (jare  of,  which  in  such  a  place  seems  scarcely  probable,  they  must, 
during  the  winter  months,  have  suffered  greatly,  even  if  they  are  still  in  existence. 
The  skins  taken  from  them,  are,  we  believe,  stored  in  the  Alaska  Fur  Co.'s  warehouses 
at  Oonalaska ;  the  guns  and  ammunition  were  taken  to  Sitka,  and  are  in  the  care  of 
the  United  States  Marshal. 

The  chronometers  aid  charts  of  two  of  the  vessels  wore  loft  in  Oonalaska  with 
the  vessels.  The  chronometer  of  the  other,  with  one  or  two  boats,  was  taken,  we 
were  told  as  evidence,  to  Sitka. 

No  notice  whatever  respecting  the  release  of  the  vessels,  or  the  delivery  of  their 
equipments,  or  of  the  skins,  has  been  received  by  the  owners.  No  word  of  any  des- 
cription has  been  conveyed  to  them  by  the  United  Stutea  authoriiiofs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HAMLEY. 
John  Tilton,  Esq.,  Deputy  Minister  of  Fisheries,  Ottawa. 

Victoria,  B.  C,  Uth  Apiil,  1887. 

Dear  Sir. — Your  aiviceof  2nd  inst.  is  to  hand.  In  reply  would  say  wo  have  not 
been  advised  whether  the  vessels  are  to  be  returned  to  us  at  Victoria,  or,  arc  we  to 
incur  the  expense  and  risk  of  taking  them  from  Oonalaska,  and  accept  the  skins  in 
the  condition  they  may  bo  found,  as  an  offset  in  full  against  the  amounts  net  opposite 
them  in  our  claims.  The  expense  and  risk  of  getting  them  to  Victoria  will  bo  groat, 
as  there  is  no  direct  way  of  transferring  men  and  supplies  ,a  distance  of  1,500  miles. 

It  will  necessitate  the  chartering  of  a  steamer,  and  owing  to  tho  tremendous 
gales  in  the  North  Pacific  the  past  winter,  tho  vessels  may  bo  very  soriouoly  damaged 
if  not  totally  lost.  Knowing  tue  Indians  as  we  do,  we  anticipate  that  everything 
movable  will  be  carried  away. 

The  vessels  and  skins  are  left  in  the  care  of  not  too  friendly  a  concern,  namely, 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  Agent,  aliuo,  -.he  United  States  Marshal. 

Remaining,  Dear  Sir,  Your  obedient  servants, 

CAENE  &  MUNSIE. 
John  Tilton,  Esq.,  Deputy  Minibter  of  Fisheries,  Ottawa. 
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